  CITY OF AURORA
TREE COMMISSION MEETING
Tuesday, January 19, 2016
The Aurora Tree Commission met for a work session meeting on Tuesday, January 19, 2016 at City Hall Council Chambers for the purpose of holding a regular meeting.    Chairman Deborah Davis called the meeting to order at 6:00 p.m.


ROLL CALL:
 

          

Present:

Deborah Davis – Chairman






Rob Swaney – Vice Chainman






Laurena Entsminger






Kim Pease






Martha Sickinger






Dr. Jim Tomko 






James Vaca Sr.



Absent:

None




            Also Present: 
       
Ben Askren - Arborist 





Madeleine Marazzi –Recording Secretary



APPROVAL OF MINUTES:
Dr. Jim Tomko moved to approve the minutes of the November 17, 2015.  Mrs. Pease seconded and the motion was passed, 6–0 with a voice vote. 1 abstain (Mr. Vaca)
CITIZENS COMMENTS:   None
ELECTION OF COMMISSION OFFICERS:


MOTION:

The Tree Commission nominated Deborah Davis






to be chairman of the Tree Commission for the calendar

year of 2016.
Dr. Tomko nominated and Mrs. Pease seconded and the motion passed 7-0 with a voice vote.
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MOTION:

The Tree Commission nominated Rob Swaney to be




Vice-Chairman of the Tree Commission for the calendar




Year of 2016.

Dr. Tomko nominated and Ms. Davis seconded and the motion passed 7-0 with a voice vote.

NEW BUSINESS:     

Spring Plantings:  Mr. Askren stated he sent out the bid packets for the spring planting and had received no response.  He will be sending them out again and moved the bid opening to January 29.  There are 200 trees scheduled to be planted, 87 of them will be in Yorkshire Estates.  Twelve oak trees along new path in Kiwanis Moore Park and replace 15 sugar maples at Harman Farm.
Ms. Davis asked why there were no bids received. Mr. Askren stated he felt it was because he makes them replace trees if they die.  It is the planter’s responsibility in making sure the trees are planted correctly and watered for one year after planting.
Spring Maintenance:  Mr. Askren stated he had received bids on the tree pruning with the winning contract going to Northeast Tree. There are 196 trees that will be pruned in Wellington.
Corridor of Beauty:  Ms. Davis stated this would take place in the historic area of Aurora.  It would be a matter of updating the business landscaping.  She would like the Commission to go to the owners of the business with a letter that they will compose (with mayor’s approval) stating what we are looking for.  We could give them some insight and direction on plant material and/or containers.  It is our way of helping the historic area to look amazing.  Ms. Davis also stated we don’t have to call it the Corridor of Beauty it could be another name and asked the Commission to think about it for the next meeting.
Mr. Vaca stated we might want to expand this idea on the north side of town in the planter boxes that are there but need some different plant materials.  The city also needs to replace the trees that have died along that way.
OLD BUSINESS: 
Advocate Article:  Mr. Askren stated he would be writing an article on tree planting 101 will be in paper soon.  Ms. Davis asked if pictures could be included.
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Calendar Review: Mrs. Pease stated in September the meeting date was typed wrong, It should be September 20th.  
Tree Fund Ordinance:   Mr. Askren stated there was nothing new yet.

Landscape Awards:  Ms. Davis stated the winners were for 2015 Landscape Awards were the        following.Commercial – Edward Jones – Brady Krebs, Public/Quasi – The Church In Aurora,

Industrial – McMaster Carr, Subdiv. Entr. – Barrington Residence – American Turf

Private or Citizen Involvement:  Christine Duffy & Ed Pesec

Private or Citizen Involvement:  Kenneth & Deborah Kinford, 

The awards will be scheduled to be given out at the April Council Meeting.  Dr. Tomko stated he would help Ms. Davis give out the awards.

ARBORIST  REPORT:
Tree Fund Ordinance

In Councils hands – Still no response from contractor planting at Hawthorn

Advocate Article.

“Tree Planting 101” will be submitted at the end of February

Spring Planting

Close to 200 trees (87 in Yorkshire Estates) scheduled.  12 oak trees along new path in Kiwanis Park.

Replace 15 sugar maples at Hartman Farm.

Spring Maintenance

Sent out bid packages to 4 contractors to prune 196 trees

Trees are in the Chatham Estates subdivision

Size (over 6 inch diameter trees)

May prune another 200 trees in the Woods of Aurora if feasible

City crews helping me with about 200 small trees – training

Tree Root Pruning 

Pruned another 20 sites.  
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Tree Museum

Nothing new to report

Miscellaneous

Removed 3 large Honeylocust trees overhanging house on Harmon Property

Assisted park crew with Christmas Decorations

Will be attending ISA Tree Care Conference at the end of February

Mr. Askren stated per Mr. Kraus (Parks & Recreation Director) there is $50,000 that was awarded over 10 years ago from a state representative that was funneled through the Ohio Cultural Facility Commission which is now the Ohio Facility Construction Commission. If we don’t use it this year we will lose it, but because it is through the cultural commission it has to be cultural, historical or educational.  Mr. Askren stated the arboretum qualifies for this which enables us to start the tree museum this year and will have to be completed by November, 2017.
Dr. Tomko stated he attended a meeting with Mr. Kraus about the location of the tree museum as the Audobon representative.  He was not in favor of having soccer fields next to the bird sanctuary.  He would be in favor of having evergreens separate the areas.
The Commission was concerned about using pesticides for the soccer fields affecting the tree museum or Audubon area.

MISCELLANEOUS:  

Mr. Vaca stated he would like to see a program implemented with the city on picking up live Christmas trees up to two weeks after the holidays.  They could drop them off or picked up and then the city could shred them for mulch. Another possibility could be to have a few drop off places such as Picnic Lake Park, or the Service Dept., it would be environmental friendly.

ADJOURNMENT:
Mrs. Pease moved to adjourn:  Mr. Vaca seconded and the meeting adjourned at 7:30p.m. 
___________________________                        __________________________________                                                                                                                   

Deborah Davis – Vice Chairman

      Madeleine Marazzi – Recording Secretary 
