
  CITY OF AURORA 

TREE COMMISSION MEETING 

Tuesday, August 16, 2016 

 

Due to audio difficulty, the minutes are done to the best of my knowledge 

 

The Aurora Tree Commission met for a work session meeting on Tuesday, August 16 at City Hall 

Council Chambers for the purpose of holding a regular meeting.    Chairman Deborah Davis called the 

meeting to order at 6:00 p.m. 

 

       

 ROLL CALL:   
  

            Present:  Deborah Davis – Chairman 

      Laurena Entsminger 

      Kim Pease 

      Martha Sickinger 

      Dr. Jim Tomko  

      James Vaca Sr. 

                                                                      

   Absent:  Rob Swaney – Vice Chainman    

            

              Also Present:          Ben Askren - Arborist  

     Madeleine Marazzi –Recording Secretary   

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

Mr. Vaca moved to approve the minutes of the June 21, 2016 meeting.  Ms. Sickinger seconded and 

the motion was passed with a 6–0 with a voice vote with corrections. 

 

 

CITIZENS COMMENTS:   None 

 

 

NEW BUSINESS:   
 

Tree City USA:  No meeting has been set up yet, secretary will check on it for next month’s 

meeting.  Discussion began on what could be a good item to give away that day and all agreed 

it should be something useful.  Some suggestions were: soil knife, functional sun screen, 

soaker hose, and cheese board with knife.  Discussion was held on having a tour that day that 

might feature the tree museum that will be planted. A continued video of building this 

museum will be part of the presentation that day. 

 

Fall Planting: Mr. Askren stated there will be 13 trees planted in the Commemorative Garden 

this fall with 8 of the trees being replacements. 
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OLD BUSINESS:  
 

Calendar Review:   After reviewing the calendar, the September meeting will be held at the 

Moebius Nature Center weather permitting and the December meeting is tentative. 

 

Tree Fund Ordinance:   Mr. Vaca stated there are quite a few ordinances that are being 

worked on that will be brought to Council for review.  The Mayor wanted them all to go to 

Council at the same time, the tree fund ordinance in one of them.  

 

Mr. Vaca stated a suggestion to pass the tree fund ordinance now, to be ready for all the new 

subdivisions coming in before construction. An amendment could be added to the ordinance 

when it’s ready to go to Council. 

 

Corridor of Beauty-letter to business: Ms. Davis stated she will be passing out the letters to 

the business soon. 

 

Tree Museum: Mr. Askren stated he is waiting for the funding to come through to order the 

soil amendments that he will need for hopefully fall planting of certain trees. Mr. Askren 

passed out a list of trees that he would like to plant with an estimate around $30,000 to 

purchase. 

 

ARBORIST REPORT: 

 

Arborist Report - August  

 

Fall Planting 

Will plant 11 Memorial Trees.  3 in Moebius Center, 2 in Sheldon Park, 8 at Sunny Lake and 

2 at the Veterans Park. 

 

Summer Watering 

Have been watering trees (Mainly Yorkshire) and a few other weaker trees throughout City.  

May have to replace a few trees next spring. 

 

Tree Museum 

The entire area where trees are to be planted has been mowed and plowed.  Next step is to till 

and then put in path.  Parking lot is a problem.  Put out to bid 68 various conifers.  Working 

on tree signs. 
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Tree Garden 

Have weed wacked all summer long. 

 

Tree City USA 

Still need to schedule meeting 

 

Tree Removals 

 

Removed 21 ash trees along Barrington Blvd – Stumps will be done by 20 August 

 

Discussion was held on the Yorkshire Estate trees that looked like they were dying.  Mr. Askren 

stated trees have been deep root fed and are going to survive. 

 

Discussion was held on who would be responsible to maintain trees on Barrington Blvd.  It 

was understood by previous Arborist that the middle was taken care by the city but not the 

sides. 

 

Mr. Vaca asked about the trees that were planted in the new area of Hawthorn that died.  Mr. 

Askren stated he had talked to the Forman and they would be replanted in the fall. 

 

Discussion was held on the problems with mulching and watering from the landscapers and 

Mr. Vaca stated this should also be included in the Ordinance. 
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MISCELLANEOUS:   
 

Ms. Davis stated there are three trees at the Brubaker resident on Rt.43 and the adjacent 

property to be measured for a possible landmark tree. 

 

Mr. Vaca stated again that he would like either the planters taken down on Rt.43 by Geauga 

Lake or plant trees that would be salt tolerant and some knock out roses that survive almost 

anything. 

 

 

 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Mr. Vaca moved to adjourn:  Mrs. Pease seconded and the meeting adjourned at 7:10p.m.  

 

___________________________                        __________________________________                                                                                                                    

Deborah Davis – Vice Chairman        Madeleine Marazzi – Recording Secretary  

 


