
City of Aurora, Ohio 
CITY COUNCIL  

MEETING MINUTES 
February 22, 2016 

 
The Council of the City of Aurora, Ohio met in Council Chambers at City Hall on Monday, February 22, 
2016 for the purpose of holding a regular public meeting. Council President George Horvat called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Reva Barner 
  Kathi Grandillo  

Harold Hatridge 
George Horvat 
John Kudley, Jr. 

  Amy McDougald 
James Vaca 

  Scott Wolf 
 
Absent:  Dennis Kovach 
 
Also Present: Ann Womer Benjamin, Mayor 

Dean DePiero, Law Director 
Timothy Clymer, Finance Director 
John Trew, Director of Public Services 

  Karen Aldredge, Chief of Staff 
  Denise Januska, Director of Planning, Zoning and Building 
  Jack Burge, Director of Economic and Entrepreneurial Development 
  Brian Byard, Police Chief  
  Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council 
  Colleen Martin, Deputy Clerk of Council 
   
For clarity all items appear in the meeting minutes in the same order as they appear on the meeting agenda. 
 
Consideration of Minutes 
MOTION: Approval of the February 8, 2016, Meeting minutes 
Mr. Wolf moved; Mr. Hatridge seconded.  The motion carried on a 7-0-1 roll call vote. Ms. McDougald 
abstained. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
ABSTAIN: McDougald 
 
Mayor’s Report 
(Attached) 
Mayor Womer Benjamin said Aurora’s .9 mill Road and Bridge Levy renewal will be on the March 15 
ballot.  She said it is not a tax increase but that it is a renewal.  She stressed the levy is critical to the Road 
Program.  She said she was fortunate to host Ohio House Speaker Pro Tem Ron Amstutz, along with State 
Rep. Sarah LaTourette, at City Hall on February 12.  Mayor Womer Benjamin said she met with the 
Landmark Commission and discussed Town Center improvements and the Historic District.  She said the 
Water Department has had problems with processing credit card payments over the past few months.  
She said Finance Director Clymer investigated a new software program and it should be implemented in 
the next few weeks.  She asked Council to support suspension of the three reading rule for the legislation 
reappointing Dr. Howard Minott as Aurora’s representative on the Portage County Board of Health. 
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Mayor Womer Benjamin provided a brief recap of those she met with and functions that she attended 
since the last meeting of Council. 
 
Mr. Vaca thanked the Mayor for her help with a tree situation on California Street.  He asked the Mayor if 
she contacted the county regarding the bridge on Crackle Road.  Mayor Womer Benjamin stated she had 
not.   
 
Law Director’s Report 
(Attached) 
Mr. DePiero commented on the ABR Management Administrative Appeal.  He said the purpose of the 
executive session is to provide the status on the litigation. 
 
Council President’s Report   
(Attached) 
 
MOTION: To amend the agenda by adding Ordinances 2016-019 thru 2016-021 
Mr. Grandillo moved; Mr. Vaca seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
MOTION: To add an executive session for pending litigation to the agenda after Councilman & 
Committee Remarks 
Mr. Hatridge moved; Mr. Wolf seconded.  The motion carried on unanimous voice vote. 
 
Citizens Comments – Legislation 
Ms. Deb Conti, S. Chillicothe Road – commented on Ord. 2016-010 – she said two of the areas she could 
identify but she could not figure out the location of the 1,528 ft. sidewalk.  Ord. 2016-017 – she said she is 
confused as to which committee is being eliminated.    
 
Mayor Womer Benjamin commented on Ord. 2016-010 – she explained the segment Ms. Conti referred to 
extends from Aurora Hudson to the Farms. 
 
Mr. DePiero stated the committee that is being eliminated is one of the standing Council committees.  He 
said the Recreation Advisory Committee will continue to exist. 
 
Mr. George Mazzaro, Eldridge Road – commented on Ord. 2016-017 – he said he has a problem trying to 
understand it.  He asked who proposed it to the Committee of the Whole.  Ord. 2016-019 – he said does 
not have a problem with what is being done.  He said the Forestry Department will give the city trees.  
Ord. 2016-020 – he said it is lower than State Bid. 
 
Mr. DePiero commented on Ord. 2016-017 – he said after Council decided the Committee of the Whole 
will act as the committee for all committees; clean-up work had to be done with legislation.  He stated it is 
no longer appropriate to include those committees in the codified ordinances.  Ord. 2016-019 – he said it 
has been a long standing issue that has finally been resolved.  He explained the residents were told once 
the streets were dedicated the trees would be planted. 
 
Councilman Remarks – Legislation 
Mr. Kudley commented on Ord. 2016-017 – he said it was his recommendation to disband the committees 
because they had not met since the Committee of the Whole was formed.  He said the Committee of the 
Whole replaced the four standing committees.  He explained the three parks and recreation committees, 
their purpose, and why there may have been confusion. 
 
Mr. Vaca commented on Ord. 2016-010 – he said he noticed at the corner of Plum and Joseph Streets in 
Hawthorn, there is a section of sidewalk in front of the retention pond that was never put in.  He said he 
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would like to know if it is possible to have the sidewalk put in now, or to include it in the next round of 
sidewalks.   
 
Mayor Womer Benjamin said the homeowner’s association is responsible for those sidewalks.  She 
explained an instance last year where the city worked with residents in another development who asked 
for a stretch of sidewalks the developer never put in.  She said they were able to get it located in such a 
way that it was feasible, the city approved it, and the homeowner’s association had them put in.  She said 
if the Hawthorn residents and the homeowner’s association are interested in this, then possibly they can 
go that route.  Mr. Vaca said if they do not complete it he feels the city is obligated to complete it. 
 
Ms. McDougald commented on Ord. 2016-019 – she said she likes the idea of free trees, but the city is 
dealing with a lot of trees that were planted and were inappropriate.  She said the city needs to make sure 
a professional picks the right trees.  She said free trees that may not be appropriate could cost the city 
money in the long run if they damage sidewalks and would have to be removed. 
 
Ms. Grandillo commented on Ord. 2016-018 – she said she will abstain from voting on the ordinance as 
she works in the communication business. 
 
Legislation 
Ordinance 2016-005 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH, INSITE ADVISORY GROUP, LLC, SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE FORM ATTACHED HERETO, 
IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $15,000.00 FOR CONSULTING SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH THE 
MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE GENERAL FUND 
(#01) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO ENSURE CONTINUED ASSISTANCE WITH THE 
MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-010 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH HEJDUK-COX AND ASSOCIATES, INC. IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $27,431.00 TO 
PROVIDE ENGINEERING AND SURVEYING SERVICES FOR PHASE III OF THE CONNECTIVITY PROJECT, 
TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE GENERAL FUND (#01) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
IN ORDER TO BEGIN PHASE III OF THE CONNECTIVITY PROJECT WHEN WEATHER PERMITS 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-017 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 153 "DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION" OF AURORA'S 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES 
 
To second reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-018 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A 2016 SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH B&C 
COMMUNICATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $11,598.00 TO PROPERLY MAINTAIN EQUIPMENT USED BY 
THE POLICE, FIRE, SERVICE, AND WATER DEPARTMENTS, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE 
GENERAL FUND (#01), WATER FUND (#70,) AND THE SEWER FUND (#71), AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY TO PROVIDE UNINTERRUPTED SERVICE TO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
 
To second reading 
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Ordinance 2016-019 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE QUOTATION OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH KLYN NURSERIES IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,248.00 FOR THE PURCHASE OF VARIOUS 
TYPES OF TREES FOR YORKSHIRE ESTATES, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE GENERAL 
FUND (#01) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY SO THE TREES CAN BE PLANTED IN THE SPRING 
SEASON 
 
MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions 
Mr. Wolf moved; Mr. Hatridge seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Ms. Deb Conti, S. Chillicothe Road, said she does not know the area well.  She asked how we will know the 
new trees will not ruin the existing sidewalks as well.   
 
Mr. Horvat replied it has been discussed with the arborist and he recommended the type of trees that will 
be planted.  
 
MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-019 
Mr. Wolf moved; Mr. Vaca seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance 2016-020 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A 2016 FORD F-150 TRUCK FROM LIBERTY FORD 
FOR USE BY THE DIVISION OF PLANNING, ZONING AND BUILDING, AT A COST OF $24,083.50, LESS THE 
TRADE IN ALLOWANCE OF $5,500.00 FOR (1) FORD ESCAPE AND $1,000.00 FOR (1) FORD EXPLORER 
CURRENTLY OWNED BY THE CITY, FOR A NET COST OF $17,583.50, WHICH IS LESS THAN THE AMOUNT 
ON THE STATE BID LIST, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 
(#60) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO HOLD PRICING 
 
To second reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-021 
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S REAPPOINTMENT OF DR. HOWARD MINOTT TO THE 
BOARD OF HEALTH OF THE PORTAGE COUNTY COMBINED GENERAL HEALTH DISTRICT, FOR THE 
TERM ENDING MARCH 1, 2021, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AS HIS CURRENT TERM EXPIRES 
MARCH 1, 2016 
 
MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions 
Mr. Vaca moved; Ms. Barner seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-021 
Mr. Vaca moved; Mr. Wolf seconded.   The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Citizens Comments  
Mr. George Mazzaro, Eldridge Road, commended the Service Department for a great job cleaning up after 
the recent snow.  He said there needs to be a priority list.  He said his highest priority would be 
stormwater and it needs to be corrected this year. 
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Councilman and Committee Remarks 
There were none 
 
MOTION: Pursuant to Ohio Revised Code 121.22(G) (3) that Aurora City Council adjourn to 
executive session to discuss pending litigation – ABR Management LLC Administrative Appeal 
Mr. Kudley moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Council entered into executive session at 7:26 p.m. 
 
MOTION: To return to open session 
Mr. Vaca moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Council returned to open session at 7:50 p.m. 
 
Adjournment  
MOTION: To adjourn  
Mr. Kudley moved; Mr. Mr. Wolf seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:51 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
                 George Horvat, President                              Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council 
                                                                                                       


