
City of Aurora, Ohio
CITY COUNCIL

MEETING MINUTES
March 14, 2016

The Council of the City of Aurora, Ohio met in Council Chambers at City Hall on  Monday ,  March 14 , 201 6 
for the purpose of holding a regular public meeting.  Council   P resident  George Horvat   called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m. Boy Scout Troop 444 led the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America.

ROLL CALL
Present: Kathi Grandillo

Harold Hatridge
George Horvat
Dennis Kovach
John Kudley, Jr.
Amy McDougald
James Vaca
Scott Wolf

Absent: Reva Barner

Also Present: Ann Womer Benjamin, Mayor
Dean DePiero, Law Director
Timothy Clymer, Finance Director
John Trew, Director of Public Services
James Kraus, Director of Parks and Recreation
Karen Aldredge, Chief of Staff
Denise Januska, Director of Planning, Zoning and Building
Jack Burge, Director of Economic and Entrepreneurial Development
Brian Byard, Police Chief
Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council
Colleen Martin, Deputy Clerk of Council

For clarity all items appear in the meeting minutes in the same order as they appear on the meeting agenda.

Consideration of Minutes
MOTION: Approval of the February 22, 2016, Meeting minutes
M r .  Wolf   moved;  M r .  Hatridge  sec onded.  The motion carried on  a   7 -0 -1  roll call vote.   Ms.  McDougald 
abstained.

AYES: Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, Vaca, Wolf
NAYS: None
ABSTAIN: McDougald

Mayor’s Report
(Attached)
Mayor Womer Benjamin  reminded everyone to vote on Tuesday.  She said Aurora’s .9  mill  Road and 
Bridge Levy renewal is on the ballot.  She said the levy generates $500,000 per year which is critical to the 
city’s road program.  

Mayor Womer Benjamin said applications are now being accepted for Aurora’s newest program the 
Sidewalk  Transitional  Assistance Repair Program (STAR).  She said applications are on the city’s website, 
at City Hall or by calling 330-562-6131.  She said the application deadline is May 1.
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Mayor Womer Benjamin said the Shawnee  Trail  Waterline Project has begun.  She said letters have been 
sent to residents who may be impacted.  She said traffic should be flowing during the week, with 
occasional rerouting as necessary.  Mayor Womer Benjamin stated the Shawnee paper street will be 
closed on Wednesday from 10:00-2:00.

Mayor Womer Benjamin said the Ohio Department of Natural Resources announced that Aurora was 
selected as the host community for the 2017 Tree City USA ceremony on May 10, 2017.  She said the 2015 
Annual Report was mailed on February 29.

Mayor Womer Benjamin provided  a brief  recap of those she met with and functions that she attended 
since the last meeting of Council.

Ms. McDougald said there is a particular sidewalk in  T he Woods  of Aurora  that is raised approximately 12 
inches.  She asked if the city could contact the homeowner and inform them of the program.  Mayor 
Womer Benjamin encouraged Council to contact homeowners that may be in need of assistance to repair 
their sidewalk.

Mr. Vaca thanked the Mayor for her help with a tree situation on California Street.   He encouraged 
residents to support the Road and Bridge Levy.

Mr. Hatridge said he has a list of all of the sidewalks in The Woods of Aurora and Four Seasons that need 
to be repaired.  He said he will contact all of the people on the list.

Mr. Horvat asked the Mayor to discuss the work that will be done on SR 306.    Mayor Womer Benjamin 
said that ODOT will be doing culvert work on SR 306 in Bainbridge between Taylor May Road and SR 422. 
She said  work is supposed to  begin after school is out  and  SR 306 will be closed during for approximately 
25 days.

Law Director’s Report
(Attached)
Mr.  DePiero s tated  regarding  the Marks matter,  the argument  was heard on by the Court of Appeals on 
March 10, 2016.  He said the city expects to have a decision over the next couple of months.

Council President’s Report
(Attached)

MOTION: To amend the agenda by adding Ordinances 2016-027 & 2016-028
Mr. Kudley moved; Mr. Vaca seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.

Citizens Comments – Legislation
There were none.

Councilman Remarks – Legislation
There were none.

Legislation
Ordinance 2016-005
A N  O RDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE  M AYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH, IN SITE   A DVISORY  G ROUP,  LLC , SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE FORM ATTACHED HERETO, 
IN AN AMOUNT NOT TO EXCEED $15,000.00 FOR CONSULTING SERVICES IN CONNECTION WITH THE  
M IXED- U SE  D EVELOPMENT  D ISTRICT, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE  G ENERAL  F UND 
(#01) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO ENSURE CONTINUED ASSISTANCE WITH THE 
MIXED-USE DEVELOPMENT DISTRICT
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MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-005
Mr. Kudley moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote.

AYES: Grandillo Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf
NAYS: None

Ordinance 2016-010
AN ORDINANCE  A CCEPTING  T HE  P ROPOSAL  O F,  A ND  A UTHORIZING  T HE MAYOR  T O  E NTER  I NTO  A   
C ONTRACT  W ITH HEJDUK-COX  AND ASSOCIATES, INC. I N  A N  A MOUNT  N OT  T O  E XCEED $27,431.00  T O  
P ROVIDE  E NGINEERING  A ND  S URVEYING  S ERVICES  F OR PHASE I II O F  T HE CONNECTIVITY PROJECT,  
T AKING  T HE  N ECESSARY  F UNDS  F ROM  T HE GENERAL FUND (#01)  A ND  D ECLARING  A N  E MERGENCY  
IN ORDER TO BEGIN PHASE III OF THE CONNECTIVITY PROJECT WHEN WEATHER PERMITS

MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-010
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on a 7-0-1 roll call vote. Mr. Kudley 
abstained.

AYES: Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf
NAYS: None
ABSTAINED: Kudley

Ordinance 2016-017
AN ORDINANCE  A MENDING CHAPTER 153 "DIVISION  O F PARKS  A ND RECREATION"  O F AURORA'S 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES

To third reading

Ordinance 2016-018
AN ORDINANCE  A UTHORIZING  T HE MAYOR  T O  E NTER  I NTO  A  2016 SERVICE AGREEMENT  W ITH B&C 
COMMUNICATIONS  I N  T HE  A MOUNT  O F $11,598.00  T O  P ROPERLY  M AINTAIN  E QUIPMENT  U SED  B Y  
T HE POLICE, FIRE, SERVICE,  A ND WATER DEPARTMENTS,  TAKING T HE  N ECESSARY  F UNDS  F ROM  T HE 
GENERAL FUND (#01), WATER FUND (#70,)  A ND  T HE SEWER FUND (#71),  A ND  D ECLARING  A N  
EMERGENCY TO PROVIDE UNINTERRUPTED SERVICE TO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS

To third reading

Ordinance 2016-020
A N  O RDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A 2016  F ORD  F -150 TRUCK FROM  L IBERTY  F ORD 
FOR USE BY THE  D IVISION OF  P LANNING,  Z ONING AND  B UILDING, AT A COST OF $24,083.50, LESS THE 
TRADE IN ALLOWANCE OF $5,500.00 FOR (1)  F ORD  E SCAPE AND $1,000.00 FOR (1)  F ORD  E XPLORER 
CURRENTLY OWNED BY THE CITY, FOR A NET COST OF $17,583.50, WHICH IS LESS THAN THE AMOUNT 
ON THE  S TATE  B ID  L IST, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE  C APITAL  I MPROVEMENT  F UND 
(#60) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO HOLD PRICING

MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.

MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-020
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote.

AYES: Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf
NAYS: None

Ordinance 2016-022
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A N  O RDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE  M AYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH  A MERICAN  F IREWORKS IN THE AMOUNT OF $17,500.00 TO PERFORM THE  C ITY'S  
J ULY 4TH FIREWORKS PROGRAM, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE  R ECREATION  F UND 
(#78)

To second reading

Ordinance 2016-023
A N  O RDINANCE ACCEPTING THE QUOTATION OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE  M AYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH  B AKER  V EHICLE  S YSTEMS IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,432.88, THROUGH THE  S TATE  
C OOPERATIVE  P URCHASING  P ROGRAM, FOR THE PURCHASE OF A  H USTLER  S UPER " Z "  Z ERO  T URN  
M OWER, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE  C APITAL  I MPROVEMENT  F UND (#60) AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO GET THE EQUIPMENT IN TIME FOR PEAK MOWING SEASON

To second reading

Ordinance 2016-024
A N  O RDINANCE APPROPRIATING $500.00 FROM THE  R ECREATION  F UND (#78) TO REFLECT A $500.00 
GRANT RECEIVED FROM THE STATE OF OHIO STEP OUTSIDE PROGRAM

MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions
Mr. Kudley moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.

MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-024
Mr. Kudley moved; Mr. Hatridge seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote.

AYES: Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf
NAYS: None

Ordinance 2016-025
A N  O RDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE  M AYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH  H ALL  P UBLIC  S AFETY  C O. IN THE AMOUNT OF $21,183.81 TO INSTALL NEW AND 
USED EQUIPMENT IN THE NEW POLICE VEHICLES, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE  
C APITAL  I MPROVEMENT  F UND (#60) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO PROPERLY 
EQUIP NEW POLICE VEHICLES

To second reading

Ordinance 2016-026
A N  O RDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE  M AYOR TO ENTER INTO A  M ODIFICATION  A GREEMENT FOR 2015 
AUDITING SERVICES WITH  J AMES  G .  Z UPKA,  CPA ,  I NC., SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE FORM ATTACHED 
HERETO, INCREASING THE CURRENT CONTRACT OF $24,480.00 BY $1,152.00 IN ORDER TO 
IMPLEMENT NEW ACCOUNTING STANDARDS AND TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE  
GENERAL FUND (#01)

To second reading

Ordinance 2016-027
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE QUOTATION OF,  A ND  A UTHORIZING  T HE MAYOR  T O  E NTER  I NTO  A   
C ONTRACT  W ITH SOUTHEASTERN EQUIPMENT CO., INC.  I N  T HE  A MOUNT  O F $21 5,984 . 6 4,  T HROUGH  
T HE  S TATE TERM SCHEDULE  F OR  T HE  P URCHASE  O F  A  2015 SCHWARZE A7000 REGENERATIVE AIR 
SWEEPER,  T AKING  T HE  N ECESSARY  F UNDS  F ROM  T HE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND (#60)  A ND  
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY
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MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions
Mr. Kovach moved; Mr. Wolf seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.

MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-027
Mr. Vaca moved; Mr. Kovach seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote.

AYES: Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf
NAYS: None

Ordinance 2016-028
A N  O RDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A 2016  F ORD  T RANSIT 150  V AN FROM  L IBERTY  
F ORD, FOR USE WITH THE  C ITY'S TRANSPORTATION PROGRAM, IN THE AMOUNT OF $44,112.86 
WHICH IS LESS THAN THE AMOUNT ON THE  S TATE  B ID  L IST, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM 
THE  C APITAL  I MPROVEMENT  F UND (#60) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO IMPLEMENT 
THE PROGRAM AS SOON AS POSSIBLE FOR CITY RESIDENTS

MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions
Mr. Kovach moved; Mr. Wolf seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.

MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-028
Mr. Kovach moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote.

AYES: Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf
NAYS: None

Citizens Comments
Ms. Deb Conti, S. Chillicothe Road, commented on Ord. 2016-010 – she commented on the possibility of a 
retaining wall next to a sidewalk.  She said she finds that very interesting and looks forward to seeing how 
that phase comes through and how it transpires for the city.  Ord. 2016-024 – she would like know what 
the Step Outside Program is.  

Mr. Kraus explained the Step Outside Program is through the Ohio Department of Natural Resources with 
the intent to get activities and events that allow participants to get outside more.  He said he has re ceived 
the grant for the past few years and it is used in cooperation with the Fishing Derby at Sunny Lake in June.

Mr.  George Mazzaro, Eldridge Road,  said he received the priority list for 2016.  He said he is looking for a 
list for next year and 10 years down the line.  He said Council approved the budget without any questions 
and he has a problem with that.  He said the fire hydrants in the city need to be painted.   He said the 
website is out of date and he has a problem keeping up with what is going on.  He said he is still watching 
the December council meetings on Channel 17.

Mayor Womer Benjamin said she is working with the Clerk’s office to get the appropriate meetings aired.

Ms. Hawks explained the council meetings are airing at 7:00 p.m.  She said residents might be assuming 
they will air immediately following the Committee of the Whole meeting.  Ms. Hawks explained they have 
tested scheduling the council meetings to air at different times  during the day and found that  everything 
is working as it should.  

Councilman and Committee Remarks
Mr. Hatridge thanked Chief Byard for inviting Council to participate  in  the  shooting  simulator.  He asked if 
there are plans to pave the streets in The Woods of Aurora and Four Seasons anytime soon.

Mayor Womer Benjamin replied the city is in the process of getting all of the roads rated as to paving.  She 
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said based on what was appropriated this year, she does not believe those roads were on the schedule but 
the city will continue to repair throughout the summer.

Mr. Kudley read a statement he prepared  expressing   his thoughts on  the political  spectacle unfolding  in 
the country.  (See attached)

Ms. Grandillo thanked the Police Department for designating areas at the department for commerce deals. 
She also thanked Chief Byard for the email he sent regarding the IRS scam.  Ms. Grandillo thanked Troop 
444 for attending the meeting.

Ms. McDougald thanked Troop 444 for coming to the meeting and for all of the help they give throughout 
the community.  She reminded everyone the Rotary Taste of the Western Reserve is April 24.

Mr. Vaca said he also  participated in  the  shooting simulator.   He said going through the experience  give s   
one  an understanding of what the police go through in a  real  life type situation.  He thanked Chief Byard 
for allowing Council to have the experience.  He encouraged residents to go vote and to support the levy. 
He wished everyone a safe St. Patrick’s Day. 

Mr. Kovach thanked Mr. Kudley for his statement.  He also encouraged everyone to go out to vote.

Adjournment
MOTION: To adjourn
Mr. Kudley moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote.

AYES: Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, Vaca, Wolf
NAYS: None

The meeting was adjourned at 7:39 p.m.

                 George Horvat, President                            Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council


