
City of Aurora, Ohio 
CITY COUNCIL  

MEETING MINUTES 
March 28, 2016 

 
The Council of the City of Aurora, Ohio met in Council Chambers at City Hall on Monday, March 28, 2016 
for the purpose of holding a regular public meeting. Council President George Horvat called the meeting 
to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
ROLL CALL 
    
Present: Reva Barner 

Kathi Grandillo  
Harold Hatridge 
George Horvat 
Dennis Kovach 
John Kudley, Jr. 

  Amy McDougald 
James Vaca 

  Scott Wolf 
 
Also Present: Ann Womer Benjamin, Mayor 

Dean DePiero, Law Director 
Timothy Clymer, Finance Director 
John Trew, Director of Public Services 
James Kraus, Director of Parks and Recreation 

  Karen Aldredge, Chief of Staff 
  Jack Burge, Director of Economic and Entrepreneurial Development 
  Brian Byard, Police Chief  
  Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council 
  Colleen Martin, Deputy Clerk of Council 
   
For clarity all items appear in the meeting minutes in the same order as they appear on the meeting agenda. 
 
Consideration of Minutes 
MOTION: Approval of the March 14, 2016, Meeting minutes 
Ms. Grandillo moved; Mr. Kovach seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0-1 roll call vote. Ms. Barner 
abstained. 
 
AYES:  Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
ABSTAIN: Barner 
 
Swearing In of Police Officer Andrew Scott 
Mr. DePiero administered the oath of office to Police Officer Andrew Scott. 
 
Mayor’s Report 
(Attached) 
Mayor Womer Benjamin thanked the voters in Aurora for supporting the Road and Bridge Levy renewal.  
She said applications are now being accepted for the 2016 STAR program.  She said the application 
deadline is May 1. Mayor Womer Benjamin stated she is planning ahead for next Christmas by taking 
advantage of spring sales on holiday decorations.  She said since the city spent $10,000 less than what 
was in the budget for the parks truck, $3,250.00 of those funds will be used to purchase new Christmas 
garland for the coming year.  She said the money currently budgeted for holiday decorations is to 
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accommodate lighted wreaths for the poles this year. 
 
Mayor Womer Benjamin provided a brief recap of those she met with and functions that she attended 
since the last meeting of Council. 
 
Mayor Womer Benjamin said the Bertram and the Aurora Inn applied for a special liquor application to 
have their evening hours extended during the Republican National Convention.   
 
Mayor Womer Benjamin expressed her condolences to Police Officer Vickie Yendriga and her family on 
the passing of her father last week.  She said anyone who would like information regarding the funeral 
and calling hours should contact her office. 
 
Ms. McDougald asked for an update on the Shawnee Trail project. 
 
Mayor Womer Benjamin explained the waterline project is proceeding.  She said they are out of the paper 
street and will be crossing New Hudson if they have not already.  Mayor Womer Benjamin said the project 
is going well and with the good weather they have been able to move on it. 
 
Law Director’s Report 
(Attached) 
 
Council President’s Report   
(Attached) 
 
MOTION: To amend the agenda by adding Ordinances 2016-036 thru 2016-038 
Mr. Kovach moved; Mr. Vaca seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Citizens Comments – Legislation 
Mr. George Mazzaro, Eldridge Road, commented on Ord. 2016-030 – he said he appreciates what is being 
done.  He said a lot of it has to be corrected and this is the beginning of getting the city back on track.  Ord. 
2016-034 & 035 – he said a lot of variances have been granted to developers.  He said the purchaser 
should be notified of the variances granted to the developer before they purchase the property.  Ord. 
2016-037 – he said the Finance Director had a meeting on March 24 and he did not receive notice of the 
meeting.  He said by law proper notice must be given. Ord. 2016-038 – he asked if it is a contract 
employee or a regular employee.  He said he does not understand hiring a part-time employee when the 
city has one that will be going fulltime in July. 
 
Councilman Remarks – Legislation 
Mr. Kudley commented on Ord. 2016-035- he provided a brief history of the property. He said one of the 
original investors into Aurora was a man by the last name King. He said Mr. King never saw the property 
all he wanted to do was sell the land and make money.  Mr. Kudley said he had his land agent do that for 
him in 1811.  He said in 1839 the Riley family filed a claim against Mr. King claiming that 11 acres of the 
property they purchased was underwater and wanted to be compensated for their loss of property.  He 
said the problem with the western part of Aurora being wet goes way back. 
 
Ms. Grandillo commented on Ord. 2016-018 – she said she will abstain from voting.  She said it is a very 
important ordinance but she has a potential conflict. 
 
Legislation 
Ordinance 2016-017 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 153 "DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION" OF AURORA'S 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES 
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MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-017 
Mr. Kudley moved; Ms. Barner seconded.  The motion carried on a 9-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance 2016-018 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A 2016 SERVICE AGREEMENT WITH B&C 
COMMUNICATIONS IN THE AMOUNT OF $11,598.00 TO PROPERLY MAINTAIN EQUIPMENT USED BY 
THE POLICE, FIRE, SERVICE, AND WATER DEPARTMENTS, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE 
GENERAL FUND (#01), WATER FUND (#70,) AND THE SEWER FUND (#71), AND DECLARING AN 
EMERGENCY TO PROVIDE UNINTERRUPTED SERVICE TO EMERGENCY COMMUNICATIONS 
 
MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-018 
Mr. Kovach moved; Mr. Vaca seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0-1 roll call vote. Ms. Grandillo 
abstained. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
ABSTAIN: Grandillo 
 
Ordinance 2016-022 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH AMERICAN FIREWORKS IN THE AMOUNT OF $17,500.00 TO PERFORM THE CITY'S 
JULY 4TH FIREWORKS PROGRAM, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE RECREATION FUND 
(#78) 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-023 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE QUOTATION OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH BAKER VEHICLE SYSTEMS IN THE AMOUNT OF $10,432.88, THROUGH THE STATE 
COOPERATIVE PURCHASING PROGRAM, FOR THE PURCHASE OF A HUSTLER SUPER "Z" ZERO TURN 
MOWER, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND (#60) AND 
DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO GET THE EQUIPMENT IN TIME FOR PEAK MOWING SEASON 
 
MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions 
Mr. Vaca moved; Mr. Kovach seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-023 
Mr. Vaca moved; Mr. Kovach seconded.  The motion carried on a 9-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance 2016-025 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH HALL PUBLIC SAFETY CO. IN THE AMOUNT OF $21,183.81 TO INSTALL NEW AND 
USED EQUIPMENT IN THE NEW POLICE VEHICLES, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE 
CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND (#60) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO PROPERLY 
EQUIP NEW POLICE VEHICLES 
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MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions 
Mr. Kovach moved; Mr. Vaca seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-025 
Mr. Kovach moved; Ms. Barner seconded.  The motion carried on a 9-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance 2016-026 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A MODIFICATION AGREEMENT FOR 2015 
AUDITING SERVICES WITH JAMES G. ZUPKA, CPA, INC., SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE FORM ATTACHED 
HERETO, INCREASING THE CURRENT CONTRACT OF $24,480.00 BY $1,152.00 IN ORDER TO 
IMPLEMENT NEW ACCOUNTING STANDARDS AND TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE 
GENERAL FUND (#01) 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-029 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING CHAPTER 155 "DIVISION OF ENGINEERING, UTILITIES AND INSPECTION" 
OF AURORA'S CODIFIED ORDINANCES BY ELIMINATING THE REFERENCE TO THE SERVICE AND 
UTILITIES COMMITTEE AND FURTHER CORRECTING GRAMMATICAL ERRORS 
 
To second reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-030 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 161.10(B) "EMPLOYEES GENERALLY-ESTABLISHED POSITIONS-
SECRETARIES" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO REMOVE REFERENCES TO MULTIPLE 
COMMITTEES THAT NO LONGER EXIST AND TO REMOVE OUTDATED INFORMATION AND CLARIFY THE 
CITY'S CURRENT PRACTICE 
 
To second reading  
 
Ordinance 2016-031 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 951.01 "AURORA CEMETERY-CHARGES AND FEES" OF AURORA'S 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES BY ELIMINATING SUBSECTION "O" WHICH REFERENCES THE FINANCE 
COMMITTEE 
 
To second reading 
 
Resolution 2016-032 
A RESOLUTION CONFIRMING THE MAYOR'S REAPPOINTMENT OF MR. KEN WOLF TO THE POSITION OF 
MEMBER OF THE PORTAGE AREA REGIONAL TRANSPORTATION AUTHORITY "PARTA" BOARD OF 
TRUSTEES FOR A THREE YEAR TERM ENDING JUNE 30, 2019 
 
To second reading 
 
Ordinance 2013-033 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE PURCHASE OF A 2016 FORD F-350 TRUCK WITH PLOW FROM 
LIBERTY FORD FOR USE BY THE DIVISION OF PARKS AND RECREATION, AT A COST OF $31,846.03, LESS 
THE TRADE IN ALLOWANCE OF $6,000.00 FOR (1) 2006 FORD F-350 TRUCK CURRENTLY OWNED BY 
THE CITY, FOR A NET COST OF $25,846.03 WHICH IS LESS THAN THE AMOUNT ON THE STATE BID LIST, 
TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND (#60) AND DECLARING AN 
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EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO RECEIVE THE TRUCK BY THE SUMMER SEASON 
To second reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-034 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT FOR HAWKIN SUBDIVISION LOCATED ON THE NORTH 
SIDE OF MENNONITE ROAD ACROSS FROM HARRIS DRIVE, IN AN R-4 RESIDENTIAL ZONING DISTRICT 
AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO ALLOW THE PROJECT TO BEGIN DURING THE 
CONSTRUCTION SEASON 
 
To second reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-035 
AN ORDINANCE APPROVING THE FINAL PLAT FOR FOREST RIDGE, PHASE I LOCATED ON THE SOUTH 
SIDE OF WEST GARFIELD ROAD ADJACENT TO THE AURORA WETLANDS, IN AN R-2 RESIDENTIAL 
ZONING DISTRICT AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO ALLOW THE PROJECT TO BEGIN 
DURING THE CONSTRUCTION SEASON 
 
To second reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-036 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A (5) 
YEAR SERVICE AGREEMENT, SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE FORM ATTACHED HERETO, WITH AIRBUS DS 
COMMUNICATIONS, INC. FOR THE CITY'S REVERSE 911 SYSTEM IN THE AMOUNT OF $36,850.00, 
PAYABLE IN ANNUAL INSTALLMENTS OF $8,270.00 FOR YEARS 1 AND 2 OF THE AGREEMENT, AND 
$6,770.00 FOR YEARS 3, 4, AND 5 OF THE AGREEMENT, TAKING THE NECESSARY FUNDS FROM THE 
GENERAL FUND (#01) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY 
 
To second reading 
 
Resolution 2016-037 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE ATTACHED WRITTEN RECOMMENDATIONS OF THE TAX INCENTIVE 
REVIEW COUNCIL (“TIRC”) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AS THE REPORT MUST BE FILED WITH 
THE STATE OF OHIO BY MARCH 31, 2016 
 
MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions 
Mr. Kovach moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Mr. DePiero commented on the statement made by the resident regarding proper meeting notice. He 
explained the Tax Incentive Review Council is not a typical city committee in that the County Auditor or 
designee serves as the chairperson. He said it meets at the call of the chairperson.  He said in the future 
the city will provide notification of the meeting even though they do not call this meeting. 
 
Mr. George Mazzaro, Eldridge Road, suggested that time is taken to read the Ohio Revised Code.  He said 
any governmental committee has to give public notice.  He said he would be more than happy to challenge 
that.  He said all he is asking is to be properly notified according to the rules, regulations and laws. 
 
MOTION: To adopt Resolution 2016-037 
Mr. Kovach moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on a 9-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
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Ordinance 2016-038 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING EXHIBIT "A" TO AURORA CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 161, 
"EMPLOYEES GENERALLY," TO REFLECT CHANGES IN COMPENSATION FOR THE INDIVIDUALS LISTED 
ON THE ATTACHED SCHEDULE AND/OR TO PLACE THOSE NEWLY HIRED INDIVIDUALS LISTED ON THE 
ATTACHED SCHEDULE ON EXHIBIT "A" AT THE COMPENSATION SPECIFIED FOR THEM, APPROVING 
SUCH COMPENSATION, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (BIELER, GRIMM) 
 
MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions 
Mr. Kovach moved; Mr. Wolf seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Mr. Mazzaro asked if the employee will be a contracted employee or a regular part-time employee. 
 
Mayor Womer Benjamin replied they will be part-time.  She said it was necessitated because one of the 
city’s building inspectors has become the building inspector for the county and is not as available as he 
once was.  She said the city has a series of inspectors with different licenses and what the department is 
trying to do is have enough individuals lined up with the appropriate licenses as not all have the same 
licenses.  Mayor Womer Benjamin said the city will still need the fulltime employee come July which was 
in the budget. 
 
Mr. Vaca said because the city is rapidly growing there is a need for this inspector. 
 
MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-038 
Mr. Kovach moved; Mr. Wolf seconded.  The motion carried on a 9-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Citizens Comments  
Mr. George Mazzaro, Eldridge Road, said he assumes the hydrants will be painted in the very near future.  
He asked if anyone knows how many times the ball diamonds are used on an annual basis.  He said the ad-
hoc committee never approved a final plan.  He suggested council and the administration read their rules 
and regulations and charter to understand who is in charge of the properties.  He expressed his 
dissatisfaction with the local cable channel. 
 
Mr. Kraus said there are currently 14 baseball fields that are shared between the city and the schools.  He 
said utilization during the week is about 95% with the weekend somewhat lower.  He said during the 
season they are used a significant portion of the time; Sundays are the least amount.  He said part of the 
discussion on the committee level on the baseball fields and the need, was not specifically that the city 
needed to add additional fields it was looking at existing fields and which fields might potentially be 
eliminated in the future.  He said adding four additional fields on the Hartman property were not because 
of a need to add four additional fields exclusively by itself. 
 
Councilman and Committee Remarks 
Ms. McDougald asked for more insight on the wetland project. 
 
Mr. DePiero stated the project on Forest Ridge is a court ordered development.  He said there has been a 
lot of scrutiny on the entire project from the city side.  He said the city has worked really hard to make 
sure the consent entry has been followed by the city so as not to subject the city to further litigation.  Mr. 
DePiero said Ms. Januska brought in Chagrin Valley Watershed Partners to act as the city’s consultants.  
He said there is a lot of greenspace as part of the development.  He said the city did their best and he said 
he feels the product will be good because of the hard work that has gone into it. 
 
Mr. Wolf stated in reference to the athletic complex; the committee did vote on the plan to be forwarded 
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to the administration.  He said it does not mean the committee is the final arbiters of the plan.  He said 
there will be changes and modifications and those will be done by the Administration, Council and the 
Planning Commission collectively.  
 
Ms. Grandillo said in reference to Forest Ridge that once the Chagrin Watershed got in involved the 
developer worked very closely with them to protect the wetlands and followed their recommendations.  
She said the Planning Commission was comfortable that everything that could be done on the property 
was done.  She said she was recently informed that resident Andre Buehler passed away.  She expressed 
her sympathy to his family. 
 
Mr. Hatridge asked for an update on the Springhill property.  
 
Mr. Kraus said the Service Department staff is currently working on the entry sign and it should be done 
within the next couple of weeks. He said there also new path signs that will be installed in the next month   
or as the weather continues to get better. He said staff will continue to clean up the area over the course 
of the summer.   He said the area where the Deed House was has been sectioned off and at some point this 
summer excavating or smoothing the area out will be done. 
 
Mr. Hatridge asked if the brush will be cleared around the lake to allow people to be able to fish. 
 
Mr. Kraus said there are a couple of paths he would like to continue working on.  He said there needs to be 
further investigation and study through the EPA because of the proximity to wetlands in some locations.  
He said it was determined to let it go through a wet season and then take a look at things.  Mr. Kraus said 
he is in the process now to set up at meeting with the EPA to come out and take a look at some of the path 
locations. 
 
Liquor License Notice (new) Wicked Sticks, Inc. – Hickory River Smokehouse 
There were no concerns. 
 
Adjournment  
MOTION: To adjourn  
Mr. Vaca moved; Mr. Hatridge seconded.  The motion carried on a 9-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Kudley, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:41 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
 
                 George Horvat, President                              Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council 
                                                                                                       


