
CITY OF AURORA 

PLANNING COMMISSION 

PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES 

May 4, 2016 

 

The Aurora Planning Commission met in a specially scheduled public hearing on Wednesday, May 4, 

2016, in Council Chambers of Aurora City Hall.  The hearing was called to order at 6:43 p.m. by Planning 

Commission Chairman Kathi Grandillo. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Laura Duguay 

Peter French 

Sarah Gilmore 

Kathi Grandillo 

  Dennis Kennedy 

 

Also Present:  Denise Januska, Director,    

Planning, Zoning & Building Div. 

  Jack Burge, Director, Economic Development 

  Harold Hatridge, Councilman, Ward Six 

  Scott Wolf, Councilman, At-Large 

  Jim Kraus, Director, Parks & Recreation Div. 

  Corinne Craine, Commission Clerk   

 

AGENDA ITEM: 

 

City of Aurora (Parks & Rec), 325 Townline Road -- Conditional Zoning Certificate / Public Outdoor 

Recreation (1604006) 

 

The Director of Parks and Recreation, Jim Kraus, was present to discuss the application.  The property, 

known as the Hartman Maple Woods Preserve, consists of 127 acres located at 325 Townline Road in an 

R-1 residential zoning district.  The city is proposing to use the property for public outdoor recreation 

facilities and, therefore, a conditional zoning certificate (CZC) is required. 

 

Mr. Kraus provided an overview of the project.  He explained that the Ad Hoc Recreation Committee 

reviewed various options for building an athletic complex which would meet the needs of the 

community and it was determined that the Hartman property was the best location.  The proposed 

athletic complex would consist of five athletic multi-purpose fields for soccer, football and lacrosse, four 

baseball fields, a cross country course, a tree arboretum and museum, and a maple sugar production 

area which would be open to the public for tours.  Additional supportive facilities to be included would 

be a concession stand, restrooms, picnic pavilions, parking, playground, and hiking trails.  Mr. Kraus 

pointed out that the conditional zoning request is the first step in this process.  If the conditional zoning 

is approved, then engineered site plans will be submitted to the Planning Commission for review.  He 

pointed out that this large project will be phased and will take several years to complete. 

 

Mrs. Grandillo opened the floor for public comments. 

 

Bob Galaska, 51 Townline Road, spoke in favor of the project and was excited to hear that there will be 

athletic fields for the kids in this part of the city.  He then expressed his concerns about potential 

problems with storm water runoff, the additional traffic, and the possible use of loudspeakers. 
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George Mazzaro, 186 Eldridge Road, was opposed to the additional baseball fields because the city 

already has seventeen ball fields that are getting little use.  Also, he said that the Director of Parks and 

Recreation had no legal authority to sign the application and come before the Planning Commission with 

this proposal. 

 

Mr. Kraus wanted to address some of the public comments.  He said that the city will only be installing 

gravel parking lots at this time because paved parking lots require storm water management and are 

cost-prohibitive.  Also, there are no plans for loudspeakers or lights at this time.  Regarding the 

comments about the baseball fields, he stated that the additional ball fields would allow for flexibility in 

the future because some existing fields may be eliminated.  Lastly, Mr. Kraus said that the Mayor signed 

the conditional zoning application and he was here tonight as her staff representative.  

 

Mrs. Grandillo asked for further comments and there were none. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Mrs. Grandillo adjourned the public hearing at 6:52 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

 

______________________________    ______ ________________________ 

        Kathi Grandillo, Chairman         Corinne Craine, Clerk  


