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Please note that due to technical difficulties, the audio recording of this hearing is not available and the 

minutes are based on the recollection and notes of the Commission Clerk. 

 

The Aurora Planning Commission met in a specially scheduled public hearing on Wednesday, May 18, 

2016, in Council Chambers of Aurora City Hall.  The hearing was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Planning 

Commission Chairman Kathi Grandillo. 

 

ROLL CALL: 

Present: Laura Duguay 

Peter French 

Sarah Gilmore 

Kathi Grandillo 

  Dennis Kennedy 

 

Also Present:  Denise Januska, Director,    

Planning, Zoning & Building Div. 

  Dean DePiero, Law Director 

  Justin Czekaj, City Engineer 

  Jack Burge, Director, Economic Development 

  Jim Vaca, Councilman, Ward One 

  Jim Kraus, Director, Parks & Recreation Div. 

  Corinne Craine, Commission Clerk   

 

AGENDA ITEM: 

 

Concord Ridge/East Pioneer Development LLC, East Pioneer Trail -- Conditional Zoning Certificate / 

Residential Conservation Development (1605007) 

 

The developers, Rick and Greg Sommers of The Sommers Real Estate Group based in Chardon, Ohio, 

were present for the discussion.  They are seeking a conditional zoning certificate (CZC) for a residential 

conservation development (RCD).  This proposed development would be located on the south side of 

East Pioneer Trail and east of Eldridge Road in an R-2 residential zoning district.  A consent judgment 

entry is on file from May 1, 2007, detailing a settlement agreement between the property owner and 

the city. 

 

Greg Sommers provided an overview of the project.  The applicant is proposing to develop a 70-acre 

parcel which would consist of seventy-eight single-family homes and 30.28 acres of open space.  The 

intent is to embrace the RCD zoning and to preserve as many natural features as possible and maximize 

community greenspace.  The development has been designed with curved streets and pedestrian trails 

for a more attractive park-like setting.  Mr. Sommers also noted that any existing oil and gas wells on the 

property would be removed for this project. 

 

Mrs. Grandillo opened the floor for public comments. 

 

Kim and Patrice Schaefer, 640 E. Pioneer Trail, were opposed to the proposed development.  They  
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specifically objected to the location of the proposed ingress/egress because it would interfere with their 

own driveway.  They also spoke about potential problems with increased storm water runoff, flooding, 

and the additional traffic on East Pioneer. 

 

Michelle Harman, 552 E. Pioneer Trail, has experienced excessive flooding of her property and she was 

concerned about increased storm water runoff.  Regarding the existing oil/gas wells, she wanted all the 

equipment removed including the underground piping. 

 

Mike Corfias, 562 E. Pioneer Trail, spoke about the existing flooding in the area and was concerned 

about additional storm water runoff. 

 

John Mullen, 425 Chadwick, lives adjacent to the proposed development and he had concerns about 

flooding. 

 

Sean O’Driscoll, 644 E. Pioneer Trail, agreed with all the comments about the excessive flooding in the 

area.  He was also concerned that the proposed development would negatively affect the value of his 

property. 

 

Jim Vaca, Councilman, Ward One, spoke about the proposed entrance and he wanted to make sure that 

the entrance would be constructed according to city code requirements. 

 

Charles Horne, 572 E. Pioneer, commented about the excessive flooding problems in the area and he did 

not want additional storm water draining on his property. 

 

Mrs. Grandillo asked for further comments and there were none. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Mrs. Grandillo adjourned the public hearing at 6:56 p.m. 

 

 

 

 

______________________________    ______ ________________________ 

        Kathi Grandillo, Chairman         Corinne Craine, Clerk  


