
City of Aurora, Ohio 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MEETING MINUTES 
May 23, 2016 

 
The Committee of the Whole of the City of Aurora, Ohio met in Council Chambers at City Hall on Monday, 
May 23, 2016 the purpose of holding a regular public meeting. Committee Chairman John Kudley, Jr. 
called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Reva Barner 

Kathi Grandillo 
  Dennis Kovach 
  John Kudley, Jr. 
  Amy McDougald 

James Vaca (arrived at 6:17 p.m.) 
Scott Wolf 

 
Absent:  Harold Hatridge 
  George Horvat 
                             
Also Present: Ann Womer Benjamin, Mayor 
  Dean DePiero, Law Director 
  Timothy Clymer, Finance Director 
  John Trew, Director of Public Services  
  Denise Januska, Planning and Zoning Director  
  Robert Hagquist, Police Lieutenant   
                         Jack Burge, Economic & Entrepreneurial Development Director 
  Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council 
          
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION: Approval of the May 9, 2016 meeting minutes 
Ms. Barner moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded. The motion carried on majority voice vote. Mr. Kovach 
abstained. 
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
(See attached) 
Mr. Clymer stated a Treasury Investment Board meeting has been scheduled for Monday, June 20, 2016 at 
1:00 p.m. in Council Chambers.  He provided a brief review of the April financials.  Mr. Clymer said the city 
is operating within expectations financially.  He said earlier this year there were a few issues with the 
credit card processing company used for utilities.  He said it was decided to use a new company, Payment 
Service Network to handle the payment processing.  Mr. Clymer stated there have been a couple major 
accomplishments by making the switch.  He said it is now a more efficient process as there is payment 
software that sinks with the billing software and also customers now can create an account that will store 
all of their information and allow them to view a duplicate copy of their bill.   
 
MOTION: To accept the Finance Director’s Report 
Mr. Vaca moved; Ms. McDougald seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
Creating Position of Part-time Deputy Clerk of Council 
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Mr. Kudley said the salary range for the part-time position will be $21.00 - $25.00.  He said the individual is 
expected to work between 20-24 hours per week and they are not to exceed 28.  He said the job 
description was put together by Ms. Hawks with the input of Ms. Martin before she left.  Mr. Kudley said he 
and Mr. Horvat reviewed the job description and discussed it with the Law Director.  He said once 
legislation is approved later this evening at the Council meeting the position will be advertised with the 
Ohio Municipal Clerks Association (OMCA).  Mr. Kudley explained because the position is not a Civil Service 
positon, therefore, there is no requirement to advertise within the city. He said it was decided to try the 
OMCA first; if the pool of candidates is not satisfactory the range of where to post can be expanded.   Mr. 
Kudley stated the full-time position is not being eliminated in case it is determined the part-time position is 
not working and there is a need to go back to full-time. 
 
Mayor Womer Benjamin stated she requested of the President of Council that before the position is 
advertised he runs it by the Chief of Staff/Director of Personnel. 
 
MOTION: Forward to Council for consideration this evening 
Mr. Vaca moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Employees Generally 
Mayor Womer Benjamin stated the individuals on the employees generally are seasonal for the Parks and 
Recreation Department. 
 
MOTION:          Forward to Council for consideration this evening 
Mr. Vaca moved; Ms. Barner seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.  
 
Contract with GPD – Engineering Services for Water Booster Station Upgrade 
Mr. Trew said he is asking for authorization to enter into a contract with GPD for $49,870 to design stand 
by power for the existing water booster station.  He explained it is a transfer switch and a generator so 
when there is a power outage within the city residents will still have water.   
 
Mr. Vaca asked if it is possible the cost to be shared.  Mr. Trew said no, and that he has tried. 
 
Ms. McDougald asked if it were possible to get other bids for the engineering work. 
 
Mr. Trew said no, the contract is under $50,000.  He stated GPD does a lot of work for the city and they are 
familiar with the specifications for the back-up generators. 
 
Ms. Barner asked if it will work for both water towers.   
 
Mr. Trew stated it is not for the water towers; it is for the pump station.    
                                                   
MOTION:          Forward to Council for consideration this evening 
Mr. Kovach moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
VSP Contract Renewal 
Mayor Womer Benjamin said VSP is the company currently used by the city and she is asking for Council to 
approve an extension of the service with them.   
 
MOTION:          To recommend to Council 
Mr. Vaca moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on unanimous voice vote. 
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Alternative Tax Budget 
Mr. Clymer explained the tax budget is a document the county uses to determine and justify the amount of 
property tax the city receives and local government funding.  He said although the word budget is used it is 
not a budget document and does not include any formal budget proposals.  He said it is not used as a guide 
for the 2017 budget.  Mr. Clymer requested that a public hearing is added to the Council agenda as well as 
legislation. 
 
MOTION:          Forward to Council this evening for first reading 
Ms. Grandillo moved; Ms. McDougald seconded.  The motion carried on unanimous voice vote. 
 
Vactor Truck Repair 
Mr. Trew said the pump heads went down on the truck.  He said the cost of the repair is $14,000 with 
$3,000 of that for labor. 
 
Mr. Vaca asked the year of the truck.  Mr. Trew replied the truck is a 2006.  Mr. Trew said the truck has 
served the city well and he hopes to get another 5-6 years out of it.  
  
MOTION:          Forward to Council for consideration this evening 
Ms. Mcdougald moved; Ms. Barner seconded.  The motion carried on unanimous voice vote. 
 
MISCELLANEOUS 
Third Year Contract Renewal –Signal Service Company 
Mr. Trew stated Signal Service has provided good service; therefore, it was decided to renew the contract 
for the third year. 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
 
MOTION: To adjourn 
Mr. Vaca moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.   The motion carried on unanimous voice vote. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m. 
 
 
 
                                                                  
                John Kudley Jr., Chairman                                        Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council 


