
  

  

 

 
 

CITY OF AURORA 
OHIO 

BOARD OF ZONING APPEALS 
Special Meeting Minutes 

August 18, 2016 
 
 

The Aurora Board of Zoning Appeals met in a special meeting Thursday, August 18, 2016 
in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  The meeting was called to order at 5:55 p.m. by 
Chairman Terese Fennell. 
 
 
 
ROLL CALL: Present:  Tom Carr, Alternate 
                                  Terese Fennell, Chairman 
     Tony Gramm 
     Jeff Iammarino 
   Absent:  Bernard McCarrell, Vice Chairman   
     Tim Novotny 
   Also Present: Meredith Davis, Asst. Director Planning, Zoning, Building Division 

     Marie Lawrie, Clerk  
 
       
DECLARATION OF OATH: 
 
Ms. Fennell swore in those who wished to speak. 
 
 
NEW BUSINESS: 
 
WESLEY GRAHAM, 411 CHATHAM DR (1607033) – DECK WITH A 31 FOOT REAR 
SETBACK, WHERE 40 FOOT IS REQUIRED 
 
Drew Zakarjsek, of DZ Contracting was present to answer questions.  He was seeking a 
variance to allow a second story deck to be erected in the Chatham Estates subdivision.  
Currently there is a sliding door with no safe way to exit.  The property is located on a 
cul-de-sac and to build any type of stairs or deck would require a variance.  There is 
undeveloped land on one side of his home and the neighbor at 415 Chatham Drive was in 
favor of granting the variance.  Chatham Estates backs up to property owned by the 
Audubon Society of Greater Cleveland.  There was no one present at the meeting to 
make public comment.   
 
 
There was no one present to make public comment on this variance request.  The Board 
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discussed the application among themselves.  Ms. Fennell stated that the applicant 
could not feasibly build a deck or stairs without a variance of some kind.  Mr. Gramm 
stated that the variance was not substantial.  Mr. Iammarino agreed and stated that the 
character of the neighborhood would not be altered.  Mr. Carr stated that the closest 
neighbor was in favor of the variance.  There was a letter from the HOA stating they have 
no restrictions pertaining to the project.  Ms. Fennell stated that she is aware that homes 
are being erected with second story sliding doors and no form of safe exit.  She stated 
that the builder should be required to build at least a set of steps.  For this reason she 
stated that the variance was not substantial.  Mr. Iammarino felt it would be safer in case 
of fire.   
  
MOTION: To grant the variance as requested 
 
Mr. Gramm moved for approval; Mr. Iammarino seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:   Mr. Gramm, Mr. Iammarino, Mr. Carr, Ms. Fennell 
Nays:   None 
 
ADJOURNMENT: 
 
MOTION: To adjourn the meeting 
 
Mr. Gramm moved to adjourn at 6:02p.m.  Mr. Carr seconded, and the motion carried on 
a unanimous voice vote. 
 
 
 
                                                                                           
   Terese Fennell - Chairman          Marie Lawrie - Clerk  


