
City of Aurora, Ohio 
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE 

MEETING MINUTES 
August 22, 2016 

 
The Committee of the Whole of the City of Aurora, Ohio met in Council Chambers at City Hall on Monday, 
August 22, 2016 the purpose of holding a regular public meeting. Committee Chairman John Kudley, Jr. 
called the meeting to order at 6:30 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL 
Present: Reva Barner 

Harold Hatridge arrived at 6:31 p.m. 
George Horvat 

  John Kudley, Jr. 
  Amy McDougald 
  James Vaca    
  Scott Wolf 
 
Absent:  Kathi Grandillo 

Dennis Kovach 
                             
Also Present: Ann Womer Benjamin, Mayor 
  Dean DePiero, Law Director 
  Timothy Clymer, Finance Director 
  John Trew, Director of Public Services 
  Denise Januska, Director of Planning, Zoning and Building  
  James Kraus, Director of Parks and Recreation  
  Jack Burge, Director of Economic and Entrepreneurial Development 
  Karen Aldredge, Chief of Staff  
  Brian Byard, Police Chief 
                       Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council 
          
APPROVAL OF MINUTES 
 
MOTION: Approval of the August 22, 2016 meeting minutes 
Ms. Barner moved; Ms. McDougald seconded. The motion carried on unanimous voice vote.  
 
FINANCE DIRECTOR’S REPORT 
(Attached) 
 
MOTION: To accept the Finance Director’s report 
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. Barner seconded.  The motion carried on unanimous voice vote. 
 
NEW BUSINESS 
MOTION: To amend the agenda by adding the employees generally as item “d” 
Mr. Vaca moved; Mr. Wolf seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Equipment Upgrade to Pump Stations 
Mr. Trew said the equipment upgrade was included in the 2016 budget. He said the Stantec Report did not 
red flag anything else for the pump stations and sewer plants.  He said the upgrade is to convert the analog 
stations to digital.  He explained if a storm is coming the city will now have the ability to get the pumps up 
and running through the website. He said this will eliminate coming to the plant to turn on the pumps. 
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Mr. Horvat stated shipment is 4-6 weeks and he asked how long it will take for installation. Mr. Trew said 
installation would take approximately two weeks. 
 
Ms. Barner asked if the upgrade will help when there are big rains. Mr. Trew said yes, the city still has 
overland storm water that gets into the sanitary and floods the pump stations. 
 
Mayor Womer Benjamin said the upgrade is separate and apart from what was done with storm water.  
She said upon review Mr. Trew felt an upgrade was necessary for the sanitary system at the pump stations.  
She said the storm water reports from Stantec are different. 
 
Mr. Wolf asked if the upgrade will take care of all of the pump stations.  Mr. Trew said it would. 
 
MOTION: To forward to Council for first reading this evening 
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. Barner seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Consent Legislation for ODOT Project 
Mr. Trew said the ODOT Project will take place in 2018.  He said it is a small guardrail replacement north of 
the pump station near the Geauga Lake area.  No local funds are need for the project.  Mr. Trew said the 
consent legislation is needed for ODOT to work in the city.   
 
MOTION: To forward to Council 
Mr. Wolf moved; Mr. Hatridge seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Line Item Increase – Reflect Reimbursement Insurance Claim Checks  
Mr. Kraus said over the summer a member of the staff accidentally put unleaded gasoline in a diesel vehicle 
and it caused engine problems.  He said the truck was taken to be repaired and a claim was filed with the 
insurance company. Mr. Trew asked that the money received from the insurance company be appropriated 
so payment can be made to the company that did the repairs. 
 
Mr. Wolf asked if it was a new truck.  Mr. Kraus said it was an older truck. 
 
Mr. Vaca said he has done the same thing. 
 
Mr. Horvat asked how many gas pumps are at the service garage.  Mr. Kraus said there are three pumps 
two unleaded, one diesel.  Mr. Kraus said they are clearly marked.  Mr. Kraus said precautionary measures 
that were discussed after the fact is to make sure there are better markings on the truck, better training 
protocol and training handbooks to try and minimize this from happening in the future. 
 
Mr. Horvat asked if employee is known.  Mayor Womer Benjamin said the issue is under investigation. 
 
MOTION: To forward to Council for consideration this evening 
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. McDougald seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Employees Generally 
Mayor Womer Benjamin said a number of qualified individuals applied for the receptionist position at City 
Hall.  She said Ms. Aldredge did phone interviews and then identified three canidates for Ms. Humbert and 
her to interview.  She said all the candidates were good but they identified Ms. Kristine Allen as the 
candidate for the position.  She said Ms. Allen lives in the Lakes of Aurora and has been a substitute teacher 
for a number of years in the Aurora schools. 
 
Mr. Kudley asked how many hours per week will Ms. Allen work.  Mayor Womer Benjamin said her hours 
will be 9:00–2:30.   
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Ms. Barner said she knows the candidate and she feels she is an excellent choice. 
 
MOTION: To Council for consideration this evening 
Mr. Hatridge moved; Mr. Wolf seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote 
 
ADJOURNMENT 
MOTION: To adjourn 
Mr. Vaca moved; Mr. Hatridge seconded.   The motion carried on unanimous voice vote. 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 6:44 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
                                                                  
         John Kudley, Jr., Chairman                                        Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council 


