
  

 
CITY OF AURORA 

OHIO 
Architectural Board of Review 

Meeting Minutes 
September 22, 2016 

 
 

The Architectural Board of Review met for a scheduled meeting on Thursday, 
September 22, 2016 in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  Chairman Nathan Barrett 
called the meeting to order at 6:33 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present:  Nathan Barrett, Chairman  
     Lauren Broderick 
     Melissa Coleman 

  Crystal Lavy, Vice Chairman           
           Also Present:            Meredith Davis, Asst. Director Planning, Zoning, Building Division 
     Marie Lawrie, Secretary 

   Jack Burge, Director Economic & Entrepreneurial Development 

   

 

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 

MOTION: To add t) 745 Hilliary Lane to the agenda and to postpone the approval of the 

minutes of the August 18, 2016 Work Session 

 

Ms. Broderick moved; Ms. Lavy seconded, and the motion carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:    Ms. Broderick, Ms. Lavy, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Coleman 

Nays:   None 

 

DECLARATION OF OATH: 

 

Mr. Barrett administered the oath to all those in attendance who wished to speak during the meeting. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

MOTION: To adopt the minutes of the August 25, 2016 meeting  

 

Ms. Lavy moved for approval; Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried 4-0 on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:    Ms. Lavy, Ms. Coleman, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick 

Nays:   None 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

STARBUCKS    157 W GARFIELD RD          WALL SIGNS 

 

Olivia Pridemore of Advanced Sign & Lighting, along with Neil Weinberger of JND Properties LLC was in 

attendance to answer questions.  The sign package was broken down into separate votes.  The 

“Starbucks” sign (labeled C) above the front door will be constructed of 18 inch channel letters and the 

“drive thru” sign (labeled B) on the front elevation will be a 48 inch DT wall sign.  The LED signs will be 

green and white vinyl, illuminated and mounted directly to the wall.   

 

MOTION: To approve the front elevation signs (north elevation 2) as submitted 

 

Ms. Lavy moved to approve, Mr. Barrett seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Lavy, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman 

Nays:  None 

 

The “Siren” sign (labeled A) and the “drive thru” sign (labeled B) on the left side elevation were 

discussed.  The drawing for that elevation showed the “Siren” attached to the louvers in the gable with 

the “drive thru” sign mounted directly underneath.  The Board requested that the “Siren” sign would be 

moved down off the louvers and centered above the patio door.  They also requested that the “drive 

thru” sign would be moved to the right hand side and mounted in a similar area to match the “drive 

thru” sign on the front elevation.  The applicant agreed.  The “Siren” sign is 60 inches and the “drive 

thru” sign will be a 48 inch DT wall sign.  The applicant was instructed to submit a revision to the 

Building Department. 

 

MOTION: To approve the left side elevation signs (east elevation 1) relocating the Siren off the 

louvers in the gable, centered over the patio door, and mounting the drive thru sign in 

the right corner at the same height as the front elevation drive thru sign.   

 

Ms. Lavy moved to approve, Mr. Barrett seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Lavy, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman 

Nays:  None 

 

The rear elevation “Starbucks” sign (labeled C) and the “drive thru” sign (labeled B) were discussed.  Ms. 

Davis explained that these signs would need to be approved by the Board of Zoning Appeals in order to 

be mounted.  Code allows for wall signs on the elevations of a building that face the street.  That was 

not the case with the rear elevation.  There was discussion about how visible these signs would be and 

whether they were necessary.  The Board was in favor of tabling this elevation until Board of Zoning 

Appeals could rule on a variance.   
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MOTION: To table the rear elevation signs  

 

Mr. Barrett moved to table, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

STARBUCKS    157 W GARFIELD RD                          MONUMENT SIGN 

 

Olivia Pridemore of Advanced Sign & Lighting, along with Neil Weinberger of JND Properties LLC was in 

attendance to answer questions.  The monument sign was discussed.  The base will be brick with “drive 

thru” wording and the “siren” logo.  It will be constructed of aluminum, and illuminated with LED lights.  

The colors will be the standard green, white, and black consistent with all Starbucks. 

 

MOTION: To approve the monument sign as submitted 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

STARBUCKS    157 W GARFIELD RD         DRIVE THRU SIGNS 

 

Olivia Pridemore of Advanced Sign & Lighting, along with Neil Weinberger of JND Properties LLC was in 

attendance to answer questions.  The “drive thru” signs were discussed.  This included menu boards, the 

ordering board, a canopy to cover the ordering board and a clearance bar.  The canopy has a solid roof 

with mesh sides.  The canopy is 117 inches tall.  The clearance bar is 10 feet tall.  Other options for 

placement of the clearance bar were discussed.  Mr. Weinberger explained that because it will be a 

single lane drive thru, the clearance must be declared before the entrance lane.  There was concern 

about how prominent the clearance bar will appear.   

 

MOTION: To approve the drive thru signs (labeled F,G,H,I) as submitted 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Mr. Barrett seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

DOUG WATSON                      493 WATSON DR                             SUNROOM ADDITION 

 

Heather and Doug Watson, homeowners were on hand to explain the project.  They were seeking 

approval to enclose a 256 square foot porch which is currently erected on a slab with a foundation.  This 

porch was erected with the house.  The windows will be trimmed with 4 inch wrap to match the house, 

with grids that match the existing residence.  The steps submitted on the original plans will not be 

erected.  There is mature landscaping in place around the foundation.  The foundation is cinder block 

with brick-facing.   
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MOTION: To approve the plans with the right elevation door removed and the windows 

constructed with equal distance between, and the French doors changed into a slider 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Mr. Barrett seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

KEN FRY       435 W HOMESTEAD DR                    ROOF OVER PATIO 

 

Mark Barker, of H & M Landscaping was present to discuss the application.  He was seeking approval to 

erect a 16 x 25 covered pavilion with cedar wrapped posts, tan gutters, and shingles to match the home.   

Some brick pavers currently installed on the patio will be replaced with blue stone and reinstalled as a 

patio extension.  The base for four of the posts will be constructed with stone that will match the walls 

of the patio with sandstone caps.  The two additional posts will be cedar wrapped only without a stone 

base. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Lavy moved to approve, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Lavy, Ms. Coleman, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick 

Nays:  None 

 

 

IAN LEWIS        600 E HOMESTEAD DR                                   DECK WITH ROOF 

 

Ian Lewis, property owner was in attendance.  He was seeking approval to construct a 20 x 18 deck with 

a roof and ventless fireplace.  This is being constructed off to the side as not to obstruct the large back 

windows.  This structure will be 30 feet away from the neighbor.  There was discussion about how the 

plans show the fireplace sticking out past the roofline.  Three options were discussed including 

extending the roof over it, constructing a faux chimney, or moving the fireplace inside of the roofline.  

The home is newer and the materials used in construction will match the residence. The stone of the 

fireplace will match the stone of the home.  A railing will be constructed of composite pieces on top and 

bottom with black metal spindles, and the vertical posts will be stained to match the shutters and door.  

The Board made the suggestion that he move the posts out and extend the roof over the fireplace.  They 

also requested that he take the fireplace stone to grade and add lattice or skirting along the bottom of 

the deck.  The applicant agreed.  The applicant was advised to visit the Building Department and discuss 

the project with the Plans Examiner to iron out the details of the revisions.   

 

MOTION: To approve the plans bumping out the deck roof to cover the fireplace or move the 

fireplace inside, the fireplace must have the appearance of a foundation (stone to 

grade), and must have skirting of some kind 

 

Mr. Barrett moved to approve, Ms. Lavy seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Mr. Barrett, Ms. Lavy, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman 

Nays:  None 
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PAUL MADONIA                                  276 BONNIE LN                            PORCH ADDITION 

 

James Wilson, of J. Russell Construction was in attendance to represent the building project.  He was 

seeking approval to erect a 32 x 14 open framed porch to an existing residence within the Walden Farms 

subdivision.  Treated 4 x4 posts wrapped with white Azek trim.  Gutters and siding will match the home.  

A black metal roof will be installed.  The builder was not comfortable with shingles on such a low pitched 

roof.  The applicant stated that the plans have been approved by Manny Barenholtz, of Walden 

Company.  The existing slab will be saw-cut and used.  Twenty foot pine trees screen the area. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Lavy moved to approve, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Lavy, Ms. Broderick, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Coleman 

Nays:  None 

 

 

ARTISTIC DESIGN                 360 W HOMESTEAD DR      SUNROOM ADDITION 

 

Mark Horne, of Artistic Design was on hand to answer questions.  He was seeking approval to construct 

a 500 square foot sunroom addition on the back of the house.  The foundation will have matching brick 

to grade.  There is a direct vent fireplace on the plans.  The project includes a roof over the side entry 

door.   

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Coleman moved to approve, Mr. Barrett seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Coleman, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

ARTISTIC DESIGN            850 W GARFIELD RD                       SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE 

 

Mark Horne, of Artistic Design was in attendance to represent the project.  He was seeking approval for 

a 2,080 square foot, single-story home.  This property is not included in a subdivision.  This lot is 

currently vacant land.  This project will go before the Board of Zoning Appeals on October 12, 2016 for a 

front yard setback variance and a side yard setback variance.  There was a discussion pertaining to the 

hardship that exists for constructing a side-loading garage with the steep topography of the land in that 

area.  The plans were reviewed for shutters, windows, and wraps.  The two front windows on the right 

side elevation will need shutters to comply with the ABR Residential Guidelines.  Windows without 

shutters will have a 4 inch wrap.  There are no plans for a fireplace.  Brick to grade and stone/brick wrap 

were verified.  Finish materials and colors were noted on the plans.   
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MOTION: To approve the plans adding shutters to the front windows on the right elevation and 

making note that a hardship exists which would allow for a front-loading garage 

 

Ms. Lavy moved to approve, Mr. Barrett seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Lavy, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman                          

Nays:  None 

 

 

CLASSIC HOMES  855 E HOMESTEAD DR S/L 90                       SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE 

 

Ed Wurm Jr., of Classic Homes was present to explain the application.  He was seeking approval to erect 

a 4,189 square foot, single-story residence within the Homestead subdivision.  This unit features a walk-

out basement and a covered porch with fireplace on the rear elevation.  The project was reviewed for 

shutters, windows, and stone/brick wraps.  A window on the front elevation will not require a 

foundation, as it projects less than 2 foot and is considered an architectural feature.  There was a 

discussion about the wrap of the stone on the front elevation.  It was decided that the Board would 

approve a minimum of a 4 inch stone corner to comply with stone wrap.  This unit passed similarity 

comparison.  Finishes were noted on the plans. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans with a minimum of a 4 inch wrap stone corner as noted on the 

plans 

 

Mr. Barrett moved to approve, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy                          

Nays:  None 

 

 

TARIQ SHEIKH                            80 YORKSHIRE DR                                   ROOF OVER PATIO 

 

Tariq Sheikh, homeowner was in attendance to answer questions.  He was seeking approval to erect a 

192 square foot patio with a roof covering it on his home within the Yorkshire Estates subdivision.  The 

columns will be wrapped in white. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Mr. Barrett seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 
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There was a recess in the meeting at this time.  It lasted 8 minutes. 

 

MOTION: To take a short recess 

 

Mr. Barrett moved to approve, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

RYAN HOMES   508 SHEFFIELD CT S/L 38A                               CONDO 

 

Mike Seliga and Phil Wendzicki, of Ryan Homes presented a project within the Sheffield Estates section 

of the Lakes of Aurora.  They were seeking approval to construct a 3,037 square foot, two-story, 

elevation K, Calvert model condo.  This unit will feature a two-car, front-loading garage, cottage-style 

shutters and board and batten accents.  Windows, shutters, and stone wraps were reviewed.  This unit 

passed the similarity comparison.  Colors were noted on the plans including Flint siding, Silver Mist 

board and batten, and Dakota Ledgestone. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Mr. Barrett moved to approve, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Mr. Barrett, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

RYAN HOMES                          524 SHEFFIELD CT S/L 42                     CONDO 

   

Phil Wendzicki and Mike Seliga, continued to represent Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval to 

construct a 4,127 square foot, two-story, elevation M, Pisa Torre model condo within the Sheffield 

Estates section of the Lakes of Aurora.  The unit will feature a two-car, front-loading garage and a rear 

elevation morning room and direct vent fireplace.  The unit was reviewed for windows, shutters, and 

stone wraps.  There are no shutters planned for this home.  This unit passed similarity comparison.  

Finishes were noted on the plans including Island Pearl siding, Pebble Clay shake and Smokey Mountain 

brick.   

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Mr. Barrett moved to approve, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

RYAN HOMES                       527 SHEFFIELD CT S/L 7A                 CONDO 

 

Phil Wendzicki and Mike Seliga, of Ryan Homes were on hand to answer questions.  They were seeking 

approval to erect a 1,672 square, single-story, elevation L, Calvert model condo within Sheffield Estates 

section of the Lakes of Aurora subdivision.  A project for this sub lot was defeated at the August 25, 2016 

meeting because it failed the similarity comparison.  This represents a brand new submission for the sub 

lot 7A.  This unit will feature a two-car, front-facing garage, cottage-style shutters, and a rear elevation 
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sunroom.  The unit was reviewed for windows, shutters, and stone wraps.  This unit passed similarity 

comparison.  Finishes were noted on the plans including Pebble Clay siding, Island Pearl board and 

batten and Dakota Ledgestone.  

  

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Coleman moved to table, Mr. Barrett seconded, and the motion carried, 3-1, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Coleman, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick 

Nays:  Ms. Lavy 

 

 

RYAN HOMES    528 SHEFFIELD CT S/L 43           CONDO 

 

Phil Wendzicki and Mike Seliga, both of Ryan Homes were in attendance to answer questions.  They 

were seeking approval to construct a 3,413 square foot, single-story, elevation B, Pisa Torre model 

condo within the Sheffield Estates section of the Lakes of Aurora subdivision.  This unit will feature a 

two-car, side-loading garage, and a rear elevation direct vent fireplace.  This unit was reviewed for 

windows, shutters, and stone wraps.  This unit passed the similarity comparison.  Finishes were noted 

on the plans including Pebble Clay siding, and Autumn Ledgestone.   

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Mr. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Mr. Coleman, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

RYAN HOMES      40 SAMANTHA DR S/L 56                          CONDO 

 

Phil Wendzicki and Mike Seliga, both of Ryan Homes presented a fifth project for Ryan Homes.  They 

were seeking approval to construct a 4,560 square foot, two-story, elevation L, Naples model condo 

within the Villas of Bertram subdivision.  The unit features a front-loading garage, cottage-style shutters, 

a rear elevation morning room, and fireplace.  There is a walk-out basement on this condo.  This unit 

was reviewed for windows, shutters, and stone wraps.  This unit passed similarity comparison.  Finishes 

were noted on the plans including Flint siding, Silver Mist shake, and Dakota Ledgestone.   

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 
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RYAN HOMES    722 HILLIARY LN S/L 51                          CONDO  

 

Phil Wendzicki and Mike Seliga presented a sixth project for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval 

to erect a 5,526 square foot, two-story, elevation A, Torino Model condo within the Villas of Bertram 

subdivision.  This unit features a two-car, front-facing garage, brick jack arch window features with a 

keystone, and a rear elevation fireplace.  This unit was reviewed for windows, shutters, and stone 

wraps.  The Board discussed the visibility of this unit from Treat Road and stated that there were too 

many shutters on this unit.  There was discussion about removing the side elevation shutters.  It was 

suggested to realign the right elevation rear first windows, one on the lower level and the other on the 

upper level to balance the look of the right elevation.  This unit did not pass similarity comparison.  The 

unit had the same siding color and shutter color as sub lot 50.  There was discussion about what changes 

could be suggested to the buyer to pass the similarity comparison.  The builder plans to suggest a 

change in siding color to either Pebble Clay or Natural Almond.  Approval for this unit will be pending 

the unit passing similarity comparison.  Finishes were noted on the plans including Sandy Tan siding, and 

Sugar Creek brick.  The siding was changed to Pebble Clay. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans PENDING compliance with the similarity guidelines and with 

removing the shutters on the side elevations and to realign first and second floor 

windows (rear, right side elevation)  

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Mr. Barrett seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

RYAN HOMES    738 HILLIARY LN S/L 55                          CONDO  

 

Phil Wendzicki and Mike Seliga, presented a seventh project for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking 

approval to construct a 4,400 square foot, two-story, elevation B, Naples model condo within the Villas 

of Bertram subdivision.  This unit features a two-car, front loading garage.  There is no fireplace planned 

for this home.  This unit was reviewed for windows, shutters, and stone wraps.  The plans show front 

and side elevation shutters and muntins.  There was a discussion on stone wraps.  The plans show 

wainscot height wrap on the left elevation that should return as a two foot, full height wrap to comply 

with residential guidelines.  This was drawn in on the plans.  This unit passed similarity comparison.  

Finishes were noted on the plans including Spanish Olive siding, and Bucks County stone. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans with the stone wrap returning at full height on the left elevation, 

as noted 

 

Ms. Coleman moved to approve, Mr. Barrett seconded, and the motion carried, 3-1, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Coleman, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick 
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Nays:  Ms. Lavy 

 

RYAN HOMES             730 HILLIARY LN S/L 53 – TABLED 08-25-2016          CONDO  

 

Phil Wendzicki and Mike Seliga, of Ryan Homes presented a revision for this unit.  This unit was tabled 

on August 25, 2016 pending a change that would allow the home to pass the similarity comparison.  It 

was too similar to sub lot 52.  There were three families who purchased their homes at the same time 

and chose very similar units.  This did not comply with Residential Guidelines.  The siding on the front 

elevation above the garage was changed to Pebble Clay vertical board and batten siding.  The stone was 

changed from Bucks County to Conestoga Ledgestone.  Additional stone was around the garage door.  

The main siding color, shutters, and front door remained unchanged.   

 

MOTION: To approve the revised plans  

 

Mr. Barrett moved to approve, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Mr. Barrett, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

RYAN HOMES                     745 HILLIARY LN S/L 35 - REVISION           CONDO  

 

Phil Wendzicki and Mike Seliga, of Ryan Homes were seeking approval to a change from the approval for 

this project.  This unit was approved with stone at water table height added to the garage with 

appropriate wraps.  The unit failed the final inspection because this stone was not installed on the unit.  

The homeowner is requesting to leave the stone off the garage in order to make their home look 

different.  The Board requested the additional stone for aesthetic reasons and felt that if the 

homeowner was not in favor of this request and it did not go against the Residential Guidelines, they 

could approve the unit without the additional stone. 

 

MOTION: To approve the revised plans  

 

Mr. Barrett moved to approve, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Mr. Barrett, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

 

None 
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ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Mr. Barrett moved; Ms. Lavy seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 10:13 p.m. on a unanimous voice 

vote.  

 

 

________________________________    ___________________________________ 

   Nathan Barrett, Chairman                       Marie Lawrie, Secretary  

 
 
 
 


