
City of Aurora, Ohio 
CITY COUNCIL  

MEETING MINUTES 
September 26, 2016 

 
The Council of the City of Aurora, Ohio met in Council Chambers at City Hall on Monday, September 26, 
2016 for the purpose of holding a regular public meeting. Council President George Horvat called the 
meeting to order at 7:00 p.m. with the Pledge to the Flag of the United States of America. 
 
ROLL CALL 
    
Present: Reva Barner 
  Kathi Grandillo 

Harold Hatridge 
George Horvat 
John Kudley, Jr. 
Amy McDougald 
James Vaca 

  Scott Wolf 
 
Absent:  Dennis Kovach 
 
Also Present: Dean DePiero, Law Director 

Tim Clymer, Finance Director 
John Trew, Director of Public Services 
Denise Januska, Director of Planning, Zoning and Building 

  Karen Aldredge, Chief of Staff 
  Brian Byard, Chief of Police 
  Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council 
     
For clarity all items appear in the meeting minutes in the same order as they appear on the meeting agenda. 
Reconsideration of a Prior Action 
 
MOTION: To reconsider Res. 2016-096 
Mr. Kudley moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on a 7-0-1 roll call vote. Mr. Vaca 
abstained. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
ABSTAIN: Vaca 
 
Mr. Kudley explained that at the September 12 meeting the resolution was on second reading and Council 
failed to suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions. 
 
Resolution 2016-096 
A RESOLUTION APPROVING THE CITY'S DONATION OF $1,000 PER MONTH, $12,000 TOTAL, DURING 
CALENDAR YEAR 2016 TO THE AURORA VOLUNTEERS OF AMERICA FOOD PANTRY TO PROMOTE THE 
PUBLIC HEALTH, SAFETY, AND GENERAL WELFARE OF THE RESIDENTS WITHIN THE CITY, 
APPROPRIATING $12,000 FROM THE GENERAL FUND (#01) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY TO 
ALLOW FOOD TO BE DISTRIBUTED TO NEEDY AURORA RESIDENTS AT THE EARLIEST POSSIBLE 
OPPORTUNITY 
 
Mr. Kudley explained the resolution is due to a request made by the Finance Director to make the 
expenditure more palatable for the auditors to understand what the city was attempting to do.  Mr. 
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Kudley said the wisdom of whether the program is continued will be debated in the upcoming budget 
procedure for next year.  He said the resolution is simply to restate it was approved in the budget and that 
Council wishes to continue payment the remainder of the year. 
 
Ms. Barner said she will definitely revisit the issue with next year’s budget.  She said she hopes it is clear 
that it is taxpayer’s money that was already allotted this year. 
 
MOTION: To adopt Resolution 2016-096 
Mr. Kudley moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Consideration of Minutes 
MOTION: Approval of the September 12, 2016, Meeting minutes 
Ms. Grandillo moved; Mr. Wolf seconded.  The motion carried on a 7-0-1 roll call vote. Mr. Vaca abstained. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Wolf  
NAYS:  None 
ABSTAIN: Vaca  
 
Mayor’s Report 
(Attached) 
Chief of Staff Ms. Karen Aldredge read the Mayor’s Report. 
 
Mr. Kudley commented on the visit to Wild Water Kingdom.  He said it is amazing that in short period of 
time how much is packed up and ready to be moved.  He said it is mostly signage that he would like to be 
saved and taken elsewhere.  Mr. Kudley said now that the park is closed the sooner the property gets 
developed and becomes useful rather to sit vacant the better it will be. 
 
Mr. Hatridge asked if there are any plans for the pool. 
 
Mr. Kudley said he expects the concrete fixtures will be left up to whoever purchases or develops the land.  
 
Law Director’s Report 
(Attached) 
Mr. DePiero said the answer for the ABR Management case was filed last week.  He said Collective 
Bargaining contracts for police, sergeants and dispatchers are up at the end of the year.  He said he will 
handle the negotiations and they are to begin next Monday. 
 
Council President’s Report   
(Attached) 
 
MOTION: To amend the agenda by adding Ordinances 2016-132 thru 2016-134 
Mr. Wolf moved; Mr. Vaca seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Citizens Comments – Legislation 
Mr. George Mazzaro, Eldridge Road – commented on Ord. 2016-104 & 105 – he said the city needs to look 
at it and say it has to be.  Ord. 2016-107 – he said and again on the as built plans for the structure and the 
site.  Ord. 2016-109 – he said is the most important piece of legislation.  He said he does not know if the 
changes being made are enough.  He said someone needs to make sure that the plans for the development 
are being followed.  He said he hopes someone notified the people in the private development area.  Ord. 
2016-116 & 117 – He said he does not understand what the city is doing with the marijuana and would 
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like an explanation.  He asked if the city has the right to do that.  
 
Councilman Remarks – Legislation 
Mr. Vaca commented on Ord. 2016-101 – He asked what is being done.  Ord. 20126-102 – he asked if it is 
similar to what is being done in other communities; where you cannot bring in fill unless you have a 
permit.   
 
Mr. Horvat suggested for anyone who has questions regarding Ordinances 2016-102-117 they call Ms. 
Januska before the public hearing. 
 
Mr. Trew commented on Ord. 2016-101 – He said it is a replacement of a guardrail at no cost to the city. 
 
Legislation 
Ordinance 2016-101 
AN ORDINANCE AUTHORIZING THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION ("ODOT") TO REPLACE 
TYPE A ANCHOR ASSEMBLIES ON STATE ROUTE 43 WEST OF FAIRVIEW LANE ON THE SOUTH SIDE OF 
THE ROAD 
 
MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions 
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-101 
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance 2016-102 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1113.02(C)(2)(A) "LOT GRADING" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES TO CREATE A GRADING STANDARD FOR NEW BUILDING BETWEEN EXISTING BUILDINGS 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-103 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1116.04 "TRAFFIC STUDY STANDARDS" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES TO REQUIRE TRAFFIC STUDIES TO FOLLOW THE MOST RECENT OHIO DEPARTMENT OF 
TRANSPORTATION STANDARDS 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-104 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1175.15(A)(2) "BOND" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO 
CLARIFY THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SUBMISSION OF AS-BUILTS 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-105 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1105.07(K) "CERTIFICATION OF IMPROVEMENTS AND AS-BUILT 
PLANS" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO CLARIFY THE REQUIREMENTS FOR THE SUBMISSION 
OF AS-BUILT PLANS 
 
To third reading 
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Ordinance 2016-106 
AN ORDINANCE ENACTING A NEW SECTION 1109.11 "SITE PLAN APPLICATIONS" OF AURORA'S 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO CLARIFY THE SITE PLAN APPLICATION PROCESS 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-107 
AN ORDINANCE ENACTING A NEW SECTION 1109.12 "CERTIFICATION OF IMPROVEMENTS AND AS-
BUILT PLANS" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO CLARIFY THE CERTIFICATION PROCESS OF 
IMPROVEMENTS AND AS-BUILT PLANS 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-108 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1109.04(E)(1)(A) "PAVEMENT, CURBS AND GUTTERS" OF 
AURORA'S CODIFIED ORDINANCES AMENDING THE MINIMUM PAVEMENT REQUIREMENTS TO 
FOLLOW THE OHIO DEPARTMENT OF TRANSPORTATION STANDARDS 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-109 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1175.05 "DEVELOPMENT OF COMPREHENSIVE STORM WATER 
MANAGEMENT PLANS" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO CLARIFY THE REQUIREMENT FOR A 
STORM WATER MANAGEMENT PLAN 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-110 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1115.04 "STREET TREES, TREE LAWNS, CUL-DE-SAC ISLANDS 
AND BOULEVARDS" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO IMPLEMENT A FEE FOR THE 
INSTALLATION OF STREET TREES 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-111 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1101.09 "FEES, DEPOSITS, GUARANTEES" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES TO CLARIFY THE IMPLEMENTATION OF, AND USES FOR THE FEES FOR STREET TREES 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-112 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1155.06 "HEIGHT" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO 
CHANGE THE LOT SIZE AS IT RELATES TO THE HEIGHT FOR AN ACCESSORY BUILDING IN A 
RESIDENTIAL DISTRICT 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-113 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1153.05 "ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES" OF AURORA'S 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO CHANGE SOME OF THE REGULATIONS FOR ACCESSORY USES AND 
STRUCTURES FOR SWIMMING POOLS 
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To third reading 
Ordinance 2016-114 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1153.05 "ACCESSORY USES AND STRUCTURES" OF AURORA'S 
CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO CHANGE SOME OF THE REGULATIONS FOR ACCESSORY USES AND 
STRUCTURES FOR ANIMALS IN RESIDENTIAL DISTRICTS 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-115 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1133.02 "DEFINITIONS" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO 
ADD RABBITS TO THE DEFINITION OF A SMALL ANIMAL AS USED IN THE CITY OF AURORA ZONING 
CODE 
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-116 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1153.08 "PROHIBITED USES" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED 
ORDINANCES TO PROHIBIT MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES, CULTIVATION, AND PROCESSING IN 
ANY DISTRICT OF THE CITY OF AURORA 
 
Mr. DePiero explained there are protections put in place for cities like Aurora.  He said the first choice is 
to regulate the dispensing, cultivation and processing.  He said the city has the option to put regulations as 
to where the facilities can be located and be very strict or loose to the zoning.  He said there are many 
cities that are open to processing facilities as they believe it will create a lot of jobs and revenue.  He said 
the second thing the cities are allowed to do is to ban the sale, dispensing and the processing altogether.  
Mr. DePiero said the law went into effect two weeks ago and shortly after Council approved legislation for 
a 90 day moratorium to figure out what direction the city wants to go.   He said the Planning Commission 
recommended to Council that the dispensing, cultivating and processing be banned in the City of Aurora.  
He said Ord. 2016-117 defines what a dispensary is; what cultivation is; and what processing is.  Ord. 
2016-116 actually indicates that they would be prohibited uses within any zoning district in the City of 
Aurora. 
 
Mr. Wolf said he would like to clarify that the moratorium was approved for 180 days.  Mr. DePiero said 
that is correct. 
 
Mr. DePiero stated a person with a proper prescription would not be prohibited to use medical marijuana 
within the City of Aurora.  
 
To third reading 
 
Ordinance 2016-117 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING SECTION 1133.02 "DEFINITIONS" OF AURORA'S CODIFIED ORDINANCES TO 
DEFINE MEDICAL MARIJUANA DISPENSARIES, CULTIVATION, AND PROCESSING AS USED IN THE CITY 
OF AURORA ZONING CODE 
 
To third reading 
 
Resolution 2016-118 
A RESOLUTION ACCEPTING THE AMOUNTS AND RATES AS DETERMINED BY THE BUDGET COMMISSION 
AND AUTHORIZING THE NECESSARY TAX LEVIES AND CERTIFYING THEM TO THE COUNTY AUDITOR 
AS PROVIDED BY SECTION 5705.34 O.R.C AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY AS CERTIFICATION MUST 
BE MADE TO THE COUNTY BY OCTOBER 1, 2016 
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MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions 
Mr. Wolf moved; Mr. Hatridge seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
MOTION: To adopt Resolution 2016-118 
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. McDougald seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance 2016-132 
AN ORDINANCE AMENDING EXHIBIT "A" TO AURORA CODE OF ORDINANCES CHAPTER 161, 
"EMPLOYEES GENERALLY," TO REFLECT CHANGES IN COMPENSATION FOR THE INDIVIDUALS LISTED 
ON THE ATTACHED SCHEDULE AND/OR TO PLACE THOSE NEWLY HIRED INDIVIDUALS LISTED ON THE 
ATTACHED SCHEDULE ON EXHIBIT "A" AT THE COMPENSATION SPECIFIED FOR THEM, APPROVING 
SUCH COMPENSATION, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY (KRAVEN) 
 
MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions 
Mr. Wolf moved Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-132 
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance 2016-133 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING AN EASEMENT, SUBSTANTIALLY IN THE FORM ATTACHED HERETO, FROM 
ANDREW AND CATHERINE CWALINSKI FOR THE PURPOSE OF CONSTRUCTING A SIDEWALK IN 
ACCORDANCE WITH THE CITY'S CONNECTIVITY PLAN, AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO 
COMPLETE TO THE PROJECT PRIOR TO THE WINTER SEASON 
 
MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions 
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-133 
Ms. McDougald moved; Mr. Hatridge seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
Ordinance 2016-134 
AN ORDINANCE ACCEPTING THE PROPOSAL OF, AND AUTHORIZING THE MAYOR TO ENTER INTO A 
CONTRACT WITH TURLE CONSTRUCTION, INC. IN THE AMOUNT OF $54,350.00 FOR THE 2016 STAR 
SIDEWALK IMPROVEMENT PROGRAM TAKING $50,000.00 FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 
(#60) WITH AN ADDITIONAL $4,350.00 APPROPRIATED FROM THE CAPITAL IMPROVEMENT FUND 
(#60) AND DECLARING AN EMERGENCY IN ORDER TO COMPLETE THE PROJECT BEFORE THE WINTER 
SEASON 
 
MOTION: To suspend the rule requiring an ordinance to be read on three separate occasions 
Ms. McDougald moved; Mr. Wolf seconded.  The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote. 
 
Mr. Vaca asked if the proposed repairs were in one place.  Mr. Horvat said they were throughout the city. 
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Mr. Kudley said the STAR program was a 50/50 match and the city has already received some money.   
 
Mr. Clymer said the city has received $6,400.00 from the resident applications. 
 
Mr. Kudley stated half of the $54,000 will come from the residents.  Mr. Horvat said no, it was never half. 
 
Mr. Trew said the only requirement of the resident was the $150.00 deposit.  He said the rest will come 
out of the $50,000 that was budgeted. 
 
Ms. Barner said she recalls that 50% was the resident’s responsibility.  She said the program was set up 
that it was half and half.    Ms. Barner asked for clarification. 
 
Mr. Trew said it was originally thought that there would be 150-200 applicants and that is why it was 
50/50.  He said because there were only 43 applicants and it was the budgeted amount; it was decided to 
go forward with the program as is with the money that was allocated.  
 
Mr. Horvat said there are two different numbers and the numbers seem to be changing. 
 
Mr. DePiero said he did not have the details with him.  He said he does recall that dollars were allocated.  
He said the intent potentially was the 50/50, but the thought was if someone could not contribute the 
50% the city would make up the difference.  He reminded everyone there is potential liability with broken 
sidewalks not only with the homeowner but also with the city. 
 
Mr. Kudley said he was adamant that repair and upkeep of sidewalks is the property owner’s 
responsibility.  He said the city had fixed sidewalks in the past at the city’s expense so this program was 
set up as a transitional program that would last roughly 3 years.  He said the city would allocate up to 
$50,000 a year.  He said it did not mean the city would spend $50,000; it would be dependent on how 
many people participated and it would be a 50/50 pay.  He said once there were enough applicants that 
took the city to the $50,000, the program would end for the year.  He said individuals that still wanted to 
participate would have to apply the next year.  Mr. Kudley said this is his understanding of what Council 
approved. 
 
Mr. Vaca said he agrees with Mr. Kudley.  He said 50/50 means half as far as he is concerned.  He said he 
understood it to mean if 5 people participated they would pay half and the city would pay half.  He said it 
did not mean the city would necessarily pay the full $50,000.  He said he understood it to be up to 
$50,000.  Mr. Vaca said he does not understand why Council was not notified that it was happening this 
way prior to the meeting.  He said it sounds like a cover-up and he does not like it. 
 
Mr. DePiero said there is not cover-up it is just a lack of communication.  He said in order to get the 
questions answered it will be okay not to pass the legislation this evening.   
 
Mr. Wolf said he agrees with Mr. Kudley and Mr. Vaca.  He said he also remembers a discussion that if 
there were enough people to apply the city would match the 50/50; if it is less than that, it will be a lower 
rate the city will cover. 
 
MOTION: To adopt Ordinance 2016-134 
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded. 
 
Ms. McDougald and Mr. Wolf withdrew the motion to suspend and Mr. Wolf and Ms. Grandillo withdrew 
the motion to adopt Ordinance 2016-134. 
 
To second reading 
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Citizens Comments  
Mr. George Mazzaro, Eldridge Road, said the city needs to notify the private developments.  He said he has 
a serious problem that the city is not going to do any work there.  He said somehow the city needs to 
communicate possibly in writing, to make sure they know what is going on.  He said in the appropriations 
for 2017 upgrading of the Police Department should be included.  He said the city has paid thousands of 
dollars on trees when they can get them for free. 
 
Councilman and Committee Remarks 
Mr. Vaca said asked if Council will vote on the legislation of the public hearing on the same night.  He 
asked when Ord. 2016-110 is approved and goes into effect, with the developments that have been 
approved will the ordinance be grandfathered in; so the trees will be planted by the city and the 
developers will have to follow the rules. 
 
Mr. DePiero said there has been discussion that they may be made to comply. 
 
Ms. Barner said she is in agreement with Mr. Vaca.  She asked for consideration for Ord. 2016-109 – she 
said a lot of her ward is private and it has been re-enforced that it is private when there are storm water 
issues.  She said if there is some verbiage that can be considered she would like to see that done. 
 
Adjournment  
 
MOTION: To adjourn  
Mr. Vaca moved; Mr. Hatridge seconded.  The motion carried on an 8-0 roll call vote. 
 
AYES:  Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kudley, McDougald, Vaca, Wolf 
NAYS:  None 
 
The meeting was adjourned at 7:48 p.m. 
 
 
 
 
     George Horvat, Council President                               Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council                                                                                                       


