City of Aurora, Ohio
COMMITTEE OF THE WHOLE
MEETING MINUTES
October 10, 2016

The Committee of the Whole of the City of Aurora, Ohio met in Council Chambers at City Hall on Monday,
October 10, 2016 the purpose of holding a regular public meeting. Committee Vice Chairman Harold
Hatridge called the meeting to order at 6:15 p.m.

ROLL CALL

Present: Reva Barner
Kath Grandillo
Harold Hatridge
George Horvat
Dennis Kovach
James Vaca
Scott Wolf

Absent: John Kudley, Jr.
Amy McDougald

Also Present: Ann Womer Benjamin, Mayor
Dean DePiero, Law Director
Timothy Clymer, Finance Director
John Trew, Director of Public Services
James Kraus, Director of Parks and Recreation
Denise Januska, Director of Planning, Zoning and Building
Jack Burge, Director of Economic and Entrepreneurial Development
Karen Aldredge, Chief of Staff
Brian Byard, Police Chief
Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council

APPROVAL OF MINUTES

MOTION: Approval of the September 26, 2016 meeting minutes
Ms. Grandillo moved; Mr. Wolf seconded. The motion carried on unanimous voice vote. Mr. Kovach
abstained.

NEW BUSINESS

Ballistic Helmet Purchase - Police Department

Chief Byard said the request is to purchase 33 ballistic helmets. He said the purchase will provide each
officer with a helmet to put in their vehicle in the event they have to respond to a critical incident. He said
the helmet offers more protection for the head.

Ms. Barner asked if the purchase is something new.

Chief Byard replied a lot of departments have the helmets. He said in Aurora it is sporadic who has the
helmet, as it depended on when you were hired. He said the existing helmets are over 20 years old.

Ms. Barner asked if the helmets are standard or something additional.

Chief Byard said the helmet is an added level of protection for the officers; it is something for them to keep
in their cars in the event it is needed.
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MOTION: To forward to Council
Mr. Wolf moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded. The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.

Employees Generally

Ms. Aldredge said on the employees generally is the addition of two van drivers for the transportation
program. She said the intent is to establish a pool of drivers in order to adequately schedule for the
residents that require the service.

MOTION: To forward to Council for consideration this evening
Ms. Grandillo moved; Mr. Wolf seconded. The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.

Creating New Position - Service Department Supervisor

Ms. Aldredge explained there is a need for a supervisor in the service division. She referenced an
organizational chart and indicated all of the other divisions of the Service Department have a supervisor
and by not having one in the service division puts an added burden on Assistant Service Director, Mr.
Jordan. She explained the individual who is placed in the position will be on the road all day, going from
job to job and supervising people. She said this person will have the ability to discipline and from the
morale standpoint it is wonderful catching people doing the right thing.

Mr. Vaca stated he will not vote in favor of the position. He feels the department needs more laborers than
chiefs. He said there is a service tech position vacant and the water department can use another person.

MOTION: To forward to Council
Mr. Kovach moved; Ms. Grandillo seconded. The motion carried on a 6-0 roll call vote.

AYES: Barner, Grandillo, Hatridge, Horvat, Kovach, Wolf
NAYS: Vaca

Repeal Ordinance 2016-090

Mayor Womer Benjamin said it was discovered that the vision plan the city switched to had more changes
in coverage than we were led to believe. She asked Council for their support to repeal the prior ordinance
and to switch back to the previous plan in order to be compliant with the bartering agreements.

MOTION: To Council for consideration this evening
Ms. Grandillo moved; Ms. Barner seconded. The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.

Revised Quotation and Renewal for contract with VSP
Mayor Womer Benjamin said this legislation will reenact the prior vision plan.

MOTION: To Council for consideration this evening
Ms. Grandillo moved; Mr. Wolf seconded. The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.

City Hall Bathroom Project Quotation

Mayor Womer Benjamin explained the bathroom project was included in this year’s budget but it has taken
awhile to get to it. She said quotes were obtained from several companies and the one before Council is the
best she received.

Ms. Barner asked how many quotes were received.

Mayor Womer Benjamin replied three quotes were received; two of the companies are located in Aurora.
She said the selected company has previously done work on city hall projects and they are very good.
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Mr. Wolf stated the restrooms are not ADA compliant up to today’s standards.

Mayor Womer Benjamin said they are not completely ADA compliant and even with the renovation that
will not be achieved. She said the restrooms will have updated ADA fixtures.

Mr. Wolf asked why the restrooms are being switched.

Mayor Womer Benjamin explained the corner restroom has more room and privacy than what the women
of city hall have experienced over the years.

Mr. Vaca asked if there will be a restroom for the men to use during construction.

Mayor Womer Benjamin said there are restrooms for men and women upstairs. She said both restrooms
will not be done at the same time.

MOTION: To Council for consideration this evening
Ms. Grandillo moved; Mr. Wolf seconded. The motion carried on a unanimous voice vote.

ADJOURNMENT
MOTION: To adjourn

Mr. Vaca moved; Mr. Wolf seconded. The motion carried on unanimous voice vote.

The meeting was adjourned at 6:30 p.m.

Harold Hatridge, Vice Chairman Donna Hawks, Clerk of Council



