
  

 
CITY OF AURORA 

OHIO 
Architectural Board of Review 

Meeting Minutes 
October 27, 2016 

 
 

The Architectural Board of Review met for a scheduled meeting on Thursday, October 
27, 2016 in the Council Chambers at City Hall.  Vice Chairman Crystal Lavy called the 
meeting to order at 6:31 p.m. 
 
ROLL CALL: Present:  Lauren Broderick 
     Melissa Coleman 

  Crystal Lavy, Vice Chairman 
Absent:  Nathan Barrett, Chairman           

           Also Present:            Denise Januska, Director, Planning, Zoning,  & Building Division 

     Marie Lawrie, Secretary 
      

 

AMENDMENTS TO AGENDA: 

 

MOTION: To add r) 30 Ron Lane S/L 19 to the agenda and to add Starbucks to the 

miscellaneous portion of the agenda 

 

Ms. Lavy moved; Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried 3-0 on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:    Ms. Lavy, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Broderick 

Nays:   None 

 

DECLARATION OF OATH: 

 

Ms. Lavy administered the oath to all those in attendance who wished to speak during the meeting. 

 

APPROVAL OF MINUTES: 

 

MOTION: To adopt the minutes of the August 18, 2016 work session, as submitted  

 

Ms. Broderick moved for approval; Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried 3-0 on a unanimous voice vote. 

 

 

MOTION: To adopt the minutes of the September 22, 2016 as submitted  

 

Ms. Broderick moved for approval; Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried 3-0 on a unanimous voice vote. 
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NEW BUSINESS: 

 

PAUL JOHNSON   1009 E MENNONITE RD       HORSE ARENA 

 

Lori Johnson, property owner, along with Jordan Kapis of American Construction Group was present to 

answer questions.  They were seeking approval to erect a 6,000 square foot barn/arena.  There will be a 

roof that attaches this structure to the existing barn on the property.  The arena will match the house 

and existing barn in color.  There will be clear panel eave windows along the north and south elevation 

of the structure.  There will also be doors at each end of the structure located on the east and west 

elevation.  A cupola will be added to the roof as an architectural feature.    This project was before the 

Board of Zoning Appeals on July 13, 2016 and August 11, 2016 and was approved for variances for the 

number of accessory structures on the property as well as the total square footage of the buildings.  

 

MOTION: To approve the plans with the cupola noted, revised drawings to be submitted 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

AURORA INN    30 SHAWNEE TRAIL           MONUMENT SIGN 

 

Steve Mansfield, of the Aurora Inn was on hand at the meeting.  He was seeking approval to change his 

existing monument sign.  The sign would be 8’1” wide and 10’ high.  There would be a fixed panel with 

the name of the inn on it.  The background of the panel would be white with black and gold lettering, 

framed in black.  This section of the sign would measure 4’ x 8’1”.  The lower portion of the sign would 

be a high definition changeable copy sign with both images and text.  Samples of advertising were 

shown.  The sign would comply with the sign code, including holding a message for 15 seconds, no 

scrolling and it would auto-dim.  The content of the sign would be stored in a cloud and could be 

accessed from an app on a phone.   

 

There was a conversation about whether the Aurora Inn is landmarked and also whether the Inn is 

located in the historic district.  It was determined that it is located just outside of the district and is not 

landmarked.  Ms. Coleman stated that most people in Aurora would consider the Aurora Inn a historic 

landmark and she was not sure the proposed sign would be appropriate in that location.  Ms. Broderick 

stated that the sign might not be consistent with the Western Reserve theme prevalent in Aurora.  She 

further stated that the overall style of the sign would fit the area, however; the changeable copy portion 

does not fit the exterior of the hotel.   

 

Mr. Mansfield spoke about the ways the Aurora Inn advertises including the local newspaper and social 

media outlets.  He stated that this type of sign is vital to the success of his business.  Ms. Lavy asked the 

Board if there was a compromise that could be met.  She questioned whether the sign could be erected 
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on a smaller scale.  Mr. Mansfield stated that the sign is in compliance with the sign code.  He explained 

that this sign is the newest technology and has a nice image, unlike the signs that are comprised of many 

bulbs.   

 

Mr. Paul Yoe, was present at the meeting and asked to make a comment.  The Board allowed it.  He 

stated that he was familiar with this type of sign and recommended that the Board consider what type 

of content would be displayed.  Ms. Broderick was not convinced that the advertising would enhance 

the look of the sign.  Ms. Lavy asked if there was a way to see a comparable sign anywhere in Aurora.  

Mr. Mansfield would inquire about that and get back to the Board. 

 

MOTION: To table the plans 

 

Ms. Broderick moved, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

DEAN RINICELLA   1220 SURFSIDE CIRCLE              PAVILION 

 

Ken Kushmider, of Landscape Design Associates was on hand to answer questions.  He was seeking 

approval to construct a 72’ x 60’ wood pavilion with 6 posts within the Aurora Shores subdivision.  The 

project would include replacing the existing patio and replacing the bay window shingles with a metal 

accent roof.  In addition the project includes installing new pavers along with new landscaping.  The roof 

will be antique bronze and the pavilion will be stained to compliment the home.     

 

MOTION: To approve the plans with the pavilion stained to compliment the home 

 

Ms. Coleman moved to approve, Ms. Lavy seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy, Ms. Broderick 

Nays:  None 

 

 

TOM MILLER            1210 SURFSIDE CIRCLE                                       ADDITION 

 

Paul Yoe, representative of the homeowner was in attendance to discuss the project.  He was seeking 

approval to add a 1,275 square foot addition to a home within the Aurora Shores subdivision.  There was 

discussion about the chimney.  It was explained that the Residential Guidelines require the chimney to 

be brick/stone material.  The architect agreed to this change.  Ms. Lavy initiated conversation pertaining 

to the roofline.  As drawn, the roof has a gable on one end and a hip on the opposite end.  Mr. Yoe 

explained that to fit mechanicals into the addition, head space would be needed in the area of the gable.  

Ms. Lavy explained that the roof line was not symmetrical.  Mr. Yoe stated that the homeowner would 

like to update the T1-11 wood siding with new wood siding as well as replace the roof.  This was 

agreeable to the Board.  The applicant was asked to return to the next meeting with color samples for 

the stain and roofing material.  A revision will be submitted to the Building Department. 
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MOTION: To approve the plans with the left side of the roof revised to match the right side and 

the chimney to be clad with stone/brick, final approval pending sample 

materials/colors to be presented at the November 10, 2016 meeting.   

 

Ms. Coleman moved to approve, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Coleman, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

CITY OF AURORA         VARIOUS CITY ENTRANCES                      POST SIGN 

 

James Kraus, Director of Parks and Rec for the City of Aurora was on hand to explain his application.  He 

was seeking approval to install entrance signs at the major intersections boarding the City.  They were 

proposed at State Route 82 on the Twinsburg border, State Route 43 at the Bainbridge border, State 

Route 306 at the Bainbridge border, State Route 82 at the Mantua border, and State Route 43 at the 

Streetsboro border.  The sign post is 130 inches tall, white in color, and constructed of PVC posts.  The 

panel of the sign will be carved HDU material.  The signs will be double-sided, offering a “welcome” on 

one side and a “thank you for visiting” wording on the opposite side.   

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Coleman moved to approve, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Coleman, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

OTERO SIGNATURE HOMES       580 CLUB DRIVE WEST S/L 11         SINGLE FAMILY RESIDENCE 

 

Ted Otero, President of Otero Signature Homes was on hand to answer questions.  He was seeking 

approval to erect a 5,300 square foot, two-story residence within the Barrington subdivision.  The home 

features a 4-car side-load garage, rear elevation covered terrace, a walk-out basement, and hardy plant 

vertical siding as well as horizontal board and batten siding.  There were no other homes constructed 

within the similarity area to compare to.  The unit was reviewed for residential guidelines.  There are no 

shutters planned for this home.  The chimney and stone to grade are Prestige Charcoal stone.  The 

finishes were noted on the plans, including white siding and black windows.  This home will be part of 

the 2017 Home-O-Rama.   

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Coleman moved to approve, Ms. Lavy seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy, Ms. Broderick 

Nays:  None 
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PULTE HOMES                                      79 BRIGHTON DR S/L 79                                 CONDO 

 

Jamey Heinzman of Pulte Homes was in attendance to explain the application.  She was seeking 

approval to construct a 5,840 square foot, two-story, Napa Valley Elevation 20, color package 1 condo 

within the Clubside Manor section of the Barrington subdivision.  This unit features a 2-car front-load 

garage, a morning and café room, sun room, and rear elevation screened porch with a fireplace.  The 

unit was reviewed for Residential Guidelines.  The parcel for this unit will not allow for a side-load 

garage.  No shutters are planned for this condo.  This unit passed similarity comparison.  Colors and 

materials were noted on the plans including Mega Greige siding and White Oak Ledgestone.  Pulte is 

awaiting the homeowner association approval. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

PULTE HOMES                       610 SHINNECOCK LN S/L 35     CONDO 

 

Jamey Heinzman presented a second project for Pulte Homes.  She was seeking approval to construct a 

5,669 square foot, two-story, Napa Valley Elevation 19, color package 11 condo within the Clubside 

Manor section of the Barrington subdivision.  This unit features a 2-car front-load garage, a morning and 

café room, and rear elevation screened porch with a fireplace.  The unit was reviewed for Residential 

Guidelines.  The parcel for this unit will not allow for a side-load garage.  One set of front elevation 

shutters are planned for this condo.  There were no other existing condos erected to compare with.  

Colors and materials were noted on the plans including Backdrop siding and Echo Ridge Ledgestone.  

Pulte is awaiting the homeowner association approval. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

There was a recess in the meeting at this time.  It lasted 7 minutes. 

 

RYAN HOMES                35 RON LN S/L 10                  CONDO 

 

Mike Seliga and Phil Wendzicki, both of Ryan Homes were present at the meeting.  Also present was 

Kandra Brooks, Regional Sales Specialist for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval to erect a 4,014 

square foot, one-story Brentwood model, elevation A condo within the Sheffield Estates section of the 

Lakes of Aurora.  This unit features a 2-car side-load garage, and stone jack arch windows on the front 
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elevation.  The unit includes a direct vent fireplace.  The unit was reviewed for Residential Guidelines.  

Shutters are planned for this unit on the front elevation only.  Stone wraps were verified resulting in the 

request to change the return on the left elevation to full height.  The builder agreed.  This unit passed 

similarity comparison.  Finishes were noted on the plans including Spanish Olive siding and Bucks County 

Ledgestone.   

 

MOTION: To approve the plans with a 2’ full height stone return on the left elevation as noted 

on the plans 

 

Ms. Coleman moved to approve, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Coleman, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Lavy                          

Nays:  None 

 

 

RYAN HOMES     496 SHEFFIELD CT S/L 35                 CONDO 

 

Mike Seliga and Phil Wendzicki, both of Ryan Homes were present at the meeting.  Also present was 

Kandra Brooks, Regional Sales Specialist for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval to erect a 4,154 

square foot, one-story Brentwood model, elevation A condo within the Sheffield Estates section of the 

Lakes of Aurora.  This unit features a 2-car front-load garage, and a rear elevation sun room.  The unit 

includes a direct vent fireplace.  The unit was reviewed for Residential Guidelines.  Shutters are planned 

for this unit on the front elevation only.  Stone wraps were verified resulting in the request to change 

the return on the left elevation to full height.  The builder agreed.  This unit passed similarity 

comparison.  Finishes were noted on the plans including Flint siding and Bucks County Ledgestone.   

 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans with a 2’ full height stone return on the left elevation as noted 

on the plans 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Ms. Lavy seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Ms. Lavy, Ms. Coleman                          

Nays:  None 

 

RYAN HOMES                                   500 SHEFFIELD CT S/L 36                                        CONDO 

 

Mike Seliga and Phil Wendzicki, both of Ryan Homes were present at the meeting.  Also present was 

Kandra Brooks, Regional Sales Specialist for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval to erect a 4,014 

square foot, one-story Brentwood model, elevation K condo within the Sheffield Estates section of the 

Lakes of Aurora.  This unit features a 2-car front-load garage and a diamond louver on the front 

elevation.  The unit includes a direct vent fireplace.  The unit was reviewed for Residential Guidelines.  

One set of shutters are planned for this unit on the front elevation only.  Brick wraps were verified 

resulting in the request to change the return on the left elevation to full height.  The builder agreed.  

This unit passed similarity comparison.  Finishes were noted on the plans including Silver Mist siding, 

Pebble Clay shake and Falls Canyon Queen brick.   
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MOTION: To approve the plans with a 2’ full height stone return on the left elevation as noted 

on the plans 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Mr. Barrett seconded, and the motion carried, 4-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Mr. Barrett, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

RYAN HOMES    547 SHEFFIELD CT S/L 2                               CONDO 

 

Mike Seliga and Phil Wendzicki, both of Ryan Homes were present at the meeting.  Also present was 

Kandra Brooks, Regional Sales Specialist for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval to erect a 3,898 

square foot, one-story Brentwood model, elevation A condo within the Sheffield Estates section of the 

Lakes of Aurora.  This unit features a 2-car front-load garage.  The unit includes a direct vent fireplace.  

The unit was reviewed for Residential Guidelines.  One set of shutters are planned for this unit on the 

front elevation only.  Brick wraps were verified.  There were no other units for similarity comparison.  

Finishes were noted on the plans including Flint siding and Sugar Creek brick.   

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Coleman moved to approve, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Coleman, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

RYAN HOMES             528 SHEFFIELD CT S/L 43                          WINDOW REVISION 

   

Mike Seliga and Phil Wendzicki, both of Ryan Homes were present at the meeting.  Also present was 

Kandra Brooks, Regional Sales Specialist for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval to delete one of 

the rear windows on the right elevation in order to make space inside the house for a hutch cabinet.  

The remaining rear window would be adjusted to accommodate this change. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as revised 

 

Ms. Lavy moved to approve, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Lavy, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman 

Nays:  None 

 

RYAN HOMES         705 HILLIARY LN S/L 45                  CONDO 

 

Mike Seliga and Phil Wendzicki, both of Ryan Homes were present at the meeting.  Also present was 

Kandra Brooks, Regional Sales Specialist for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval to erect a 3,938 

square foot, two-story Chantilly model, elevation B condo within the Villas of Bertram subdivision.  This 

unit features a 2-car front-load garage with separate doors, a rear elevation morning room, a walk-out 

basement, and a great room fireplace.  The unit was reviewed for Residential Guidelines.  This unit will 

have shutters on the front and side elevations.  Stone wraps were verified.  There will not be any metal 

roof accents.  There were no other units for similarity comparison.  Finishes were noted on the plans 
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including Sandy Tan siding and Bucks County stone.   

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to table, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

RYAN HOMES    706 HILLIARY LN S/L 47            CONDO 

 

Mike Seliga and Phil Wendzicki, both of Ryan Homes were present at the meeting.  Also present was 

Kandra Brooks, Regional Sales Specialist for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval to erect a 3,646 

square foot, two-story Florence model, elevation C condo within the Villas of Bertram subdivision.  This 

unit features a 2-car front-load garage, a round louver on the front elevation and a rear elevation 

morning room.  There is no fireplace planned for this unit.  The unit was reviewed for Residential 

Guidelines.  This unit will have shutters on the front elevation only.  Brick wraps were verified.  This unit 

passed the similarity comparison.  Finishes were noted on the plans including Dover White siding and 

Allendale Hill brick. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Coleman moved to approve, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Coleman, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

 

RYAN HOMES    709 HILLIARY LN S/L 44                           CONDO 

 

Mike Seliga and Phil Wendzicki, both of Ryan Homes were present at the meeting.  Also present was 

Kandra Brooks, Regional Sales Specialist for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval to erect a 3,646 

square foot, two-story Florence model, elevation B condo within the Villas of Bertram subdivision.  This 

unit features a 2-car front-load garage, a walk-out basement and a rear elevation morning room.  There 

is a direct vent fireplace planned for this unit.  The unit was reviewed for Residential Guidelines.  This 

unit will have shutters on the front and side elevations.  Brick wraps were verified.  This unit passed the 

similarity comparison.  Finishes were noted on the plans including Natural Almond siding and 

Wilowbrook brick. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Coleman moved to approve, Ms. Broderick seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Coleman, Ms. Broderick, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 
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RYAN HOMES    769 HILLIARY LN S/L 29                                       CONDO  

 

Mike Seliga and Phil Wendzicki, both of Ryan Homes were present at the meeting.  Also present was 

Kandra Brooks, Regional Sales Specialist for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval to erect a 4,770 

square foot, two-story Naples model, elevation D condo within the Villas of Bertram subdivision.  This 

unit features a 2-car front-load garage, a front elevation decorative keystone, and a rear elevation 

morning room.  There is a direct vent fireplace planned for this unit.  The unit was reviewed for 

Residential Guidelines.  This unit will have shutters on the front and side elevations.  Stone wraps were 

verified.  There were no other units to compare with for similarity.  Finishes were noted on the plans 

including Silver Mist siding, Pebble Clay shake and Conestoga Ledgestone. 

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as submitted 

 

Ms. Broderick moved to approve, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Broderick, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Lavy 

Nays:  None 

 

RYAN HOMES                30 RON LN S/L 19               WINDOW REVISION 

 

Mike Seliga and Phil Wendzicki, both of Ryan Homes were present at the meeting.  Also present was 

Kandra Brooks, Regional Sales Specialist for Ryan Homes.  They were seeking approval to delete one of 

the rear windows in order to make wall space inside the house for a television.   

 

MOTION: To approve the plans as revised 

 

Ms. Lavy moved to approve, Ms. Coleman seconded, and the motion carried, 3-0, on a roll call vote. 

Yeas:  Ms. Lavy, Ms. Coleman, Ms. Broderick 

Nays:  None 

 

MISCELLANEOUS: 

 

 Forest Ridge Preserve, Preliminary 

Mark Katcher and Kandra Brooks were on hand to present the subdivision plans.  Mr. Katcher 

explained that they will offer a total of 17 siding colors, eight of which are bold.  They will offer 

more cuts and color of stone and brick in this development.  There will be additional colors 

available for shutters.  Ryan Homes usually offers 4 house types when they develop a 

subdivision, they will offer 5 house types in Forest Ridge Preserve.  They have come up with a 

plan to restrict house types by lot.  This will prevent the same home from being sold within the 

similarity comparison zone.  They will offer ranches and first floor master homes.  This 

development will not be age driven by marketing, but will be low maintenance and mostly ranch 

homes.  Ryan Homes will have sales persons attending ABR meetings to be more prepared out 

in the field.  Elevations were presented and reviewed.  The Castleton model, elevation B with 

porch included was not favorable to the Board.  It was explained that metal accent roofs, which 
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are not favorable within the Villas of Bertram would be acceptable if they were scattered 

throughout this new development.   

 

 Starbucks 

Ms. Lavy asked for the status on the rear elevation signs for the Starbucks project.  This was 

tabled at the last meeting.  To go forward with plans for those particular signs, approval would 

be needed from the Board of Zoning Appeals.  Ms. Lawrie reported that Neil Weinberger of JND 

Properties withdrew his request for the rear elevation signs.  Ms. Lavy requested that the 

revised side elevation plan be emailed to members so they could see that the change they 

requested for the siren sign and drive thru sign were made.  Ms. Lawrie will email that to 

members. 

 

ADJOURNMENT: 

 

Ms. Broderick moved; Ms. Coleman seconded, and the meeting adjourned at 9:45 p.m. on a unanimous 

voice vote.  

 

 

________________________________    ___________________________________ 

   Crystal Lavy, Vice Chairman                       Marie Lawrie, Secretary  

 
 
 
 


