CITY OF AURORA
PLANNING COMMISSION
PUBLIC HEARING MINUTES
January 17, 2018

The Aurora Planning Commission met in a specially scheduled public hearing on Wednesday, January 17,
2018, in Council Chambers of Aurora City Hall. The hearing was called to order at 6:30 p.m. by Planning
Commission Chairman Kathi Grandillo.
(Mrs. Grandillo and Mrs. Duguay, who were appointed to new terms, were sworn in prior to the roll call).
ROLL CALL:
Present:

Also Present:

Laura Duguay
Peter French
Sarah Gilmore
Kathi Grandillo
John Kokinchak
Denise Januska, Director,
Planning, Zoning & Building Div.
Dean DePiero, Law Director
Justin Czekaj, City Engineer
Jack Burge, Director, Economic Development
Corinne Craine, Commission Clerk

AGENDA ITEM:
Thomas Kuty, 645 S. Sussex Court – Wetland Setback Variance (1801001)
Thomas Kuty, 645 S. Sussex Court – Riparian Setback Variance (1801002)
The property owner, Jennifer Kuty, and the contractor, Rodney Simon of Simcon Homes, 415 Nob Hill
Oval, Orange Village, Ohio, were present for the discussion. The applicant is seeking a wetland setback
variance and a riparian setback variance in order to construct a new residence. The property is located
at 645 S. Sussex Court which is in an R-3 residential zoning district.
Mrs. Kuty provided an overview. She is proposing to build a single-family residence on a 4.4-acre parcel
which has category 2 wetlands in the rear and a stream in the front yard. In order to construct this
house, a 15-foot wetland setback variance and a 38.5-foot riparian setback variance are required. She
referred to a revised topographic site plan, which was submitted to the members this evening, and
stated that the house was moved away from the wetland area and the driveway location was changed.
Mr. Simon explained that the revised site plan now shows that there would only be grading within these
setback areas and no actual construction. He also noted that the stream would not be changed or
moved in any way. The riparian variance is only for the grading of the driveway crossing.
Mrs. Grandillo explained that this was a public hearing and asked the speakers to limit their comments
to three minutes. If there were any questions for the applicant, those would be discussed at the regular
meeting which would follow the public hearing. She then opened the floor for public comments.
Christopher Holecek, 500 Woodview Trail, was concerned about potential flooding problems. He
requested that a water study be done on the wetlands and the stream in order to get a full
understanding of the water flow and of any impacts to adjacent properties. He also wanted an
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opportunity to review the study with his own experts and make comments before the members make
any final decisions on the variance requests.
Jim Willson lives at 635 Sherwood Drive and has owned the property for forty years. He explained that
he and his neighbors have been experiencing flooding ever since the developer cut down trees on the
vacant property off of South Sussex Court. He was concerned that the proposed new construction
would create even more flooding problems.
Deb Conti, 234 S. Chillicothe Road, spoke about the flooding issues on Sherwood Drive. In her
experience, the elimination of trees and new construction changes the amount of storm water runoff
which causes flooding on adjacent properties.
Edward Nemet, 830 S. Sussex Court, spoke in support of the variance requests. He did not have any
issues with the variances because the applicant would only be grading within the setback areas.
Polly McClure, 670 S. Sussex Court, had concerns about flooding. She also wanted the opportunity to
review the water study.
Walter George, 665 S. Sussex Court, lives at the end of Sussex Court which is adjacent to the vacant
property earmarked for development. He already has significant flooding of his property after a rain
storm and he is very concerned about increased storm water runoff due to the proposed new
construction.
Dan Hungerman, 520 Woodview Trail, spoke of the existing flooding issues on South Sussex Court. He
also expressed support for the storm water study before the members make any final decisions on the
variance requests.
Mrs. Grandillo asked for further comments and there were none.
ADJOURNMENT:
Mrs. Grandillo adjourned the public hearing at 6:51 p.m.

____________________________
Kathi Grandillo, Chairman

______ ______________________
Corinne Craine, Clerk

