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Dear 
Neighbor,

Now that 
summer 
has finally 
arrived, the 
warm weather will bring the 
start of many improvement 
projects.  Watch for road 
paving, Shawnee waterline 
replacement, painting of the 
South Water Tower, relocation 
and rehabilitation of the 
historic Deed House at 
Pioneer Triangle, hike and 
bike trail planning, new signs 
and banners in the Historic 
District and Town Center, and 
the installation of sidewalks.  

It’s great to see everyone 
out and about enjoying our 
beautiful community and all 
it has to offer. Cleveland 
Magazine obviously thinks 
we have a lot to offer, too, 
with our #6 spot on its
“Rating the Suburbs” list.  
Hooray! 

Ann Womer Benjamin, 
Mayor of Aurora

Expect to see the bicycle patrol on 
duty during Fourth of July festivi-
ties and throughout the summer 
season.           

Read more on page 2

As I look at communities around 
us, and particularly as I draw on my 
childhood memories of traveling 
through historic towns in Ohio on 
our way to visit my grandparents 
in Dayton, I realize that Aurora has 
the makings of a lovely and vibrant 
“town center.” We have the history, 
we have attractive architecture, 
we have historic homes, we have 
greenspace, and we have a gazebo.  
The area also features some grow-
ing retail and restaurant options, 
a wonderful cultural center at the 
library with a community theatre 
and historical society, and a church 
and town hall reflecting Aurora’s 
Western Reserve heritage. Ten years 
ago the city even undertook a study 
and produced recommendations 
for a “Historic Scenic Enhancement 
Program” which shows creativity, 
opportunity, and an appreciation 

Aurora’s Town Center
for bringing a focus area to life. The 
most recent Master Plan Update of 
2013 references the 2005 program 
and notes the importance of the 
“Town Center” and a variety of im-
provements that should be consid-
ered to develop it into “a City desti-
nation and gathering place.” 

We are slowly implementing some 
of the recommendations of those 
plans, along with the 2009 Connec-
tivity Study, to bring new focus and 
activity to Aurora’s “Town Center.” As 
you know, sidewalks have already 

Continued on page 2

With efficiency in mind, the city 
recently launched its updated 
website auroraoh.com. The re-
designed site allows residents to 
easily access city information, 
receive important notifications, 
alerts and more. The improved lay-
out is enhanced for a better user 

experience and is now optimized to 
operate on mobile devices, allow-
ing residents access when they are 
away from the computer. The goal 
is to have the information residents 
and visitors need at their fingertips.  
Take a look and let us know what 
you think!

Redesigned City Website
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Ad Hoc Recreation Committee 
Seeks Input: adhocrec@auroraoh.com

After many conversations with 
residents over the last two 
years, I have appointed an Ad 
Hoc Rec Committee charged 
with identifying and evaluating 
recreational options, oppor-
tunities and costs for Aurora, 
including but not limited to 
a pool, spray park, rec center, 
tennis courts and ball fields.  
The committee will do its 
research and investigations 
and then make recommenda-
tions to the administration.  
Councilman Scott Wolf chairs 
the panel and other members 

are Councilwoman Amy 
McDougald, School Board 
member John Sloe, past Au-
rora Chamber of Commerce 
President Brad Duguay, at-
torney Zena Elliott and Pete 
Conces, an Aurora resident 
who is recreation supervisor 
for the City of Beachwood.

Citizen input is welcome 
by emailing comments to 
adhocrec@auroraoh.com.  
Citizens are also welcome 
to attend the committee 
meetings posted on the city 
meeting calendar.

Geauga Lake Update
The Geauga Lake property 
owned by Cedar Fair continues 
to be the subject of much inter-
est and speculation. The City of 
Aurora has taken the necessary 
steps to protect its interest in this 
property, of which 322 acres are 
in Aurora and 270 are in Bain-
bridge. You will remember that 
Aurora voters rezoned the Geau-
ga Lake acreage in our com-
munity along with other land in 
the area last year to mixed-use, 
a total of 560 acres. Permitted 
uses now include office, retail, 
entertainment, recreation, com-
mercial, residential, and govern-
ment. The city also implemented 
design guidelines earlier this 
year which outline a develop-
ment with Western Reserve style, 
sidewalks, green space, and other 
amenities. Bainbridge just passed 
a mixed-use ordinance for its 
part of the property.

Rumors abound on what buyers 
are considering the property, 
but nothing has been finalized.  
Representatives from Aurora 
continue to work with Bain-
bridge trustees and staff as well 
as Cedar Fair to help shape the 
future of this beautiful land.  
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My office is open!
Thank you for your comments, 
thoughts and ideas. Please 
feel free to stop by or contact 
my office at City Hall at 330-

995-9126 or mayor@auroraoh.com. 
Together, let’s keep Aurora moving 
in the right direction! 

>>auroraoh.com

Message from Council

Hello Aurora Residents!

City Council will soon consider a 
lease agreement between the city 
and the Aurora Historical Society 
pertaining to the historic Ebene-
zer Sheldon “Deed House.” The 
Deed House is the oldest existing 
structure in the city, located on 
the Spring Hill property which 
was the site of Aurora’s first pio-
neer homestead. The tiny 12’ x 
20’ structure is being relocated to 
the city-owned triangle adjacent 
to the Aurora Memorial Library 
and is being renovated through 
the joint efforts of the city and the 
society. It will be utilized as an in-
terpretive historic visitors center, 
introducing the community and 
visitors to Aurora’s early pioneers. 
The new location of the Deed 
House will add to the vitalization 
of the city’s “Town Center.” This 
collaborative project is significant 
because it exemplifies the great 
things that happen when various 
parts of the city come together to 
foster the growth and develop-
ment of our community. 

–Aurora City Council 
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Department Highlight
New Director of Personnel/Chief of Staff

Aurora resident Karen Aldredge was sworn in on 
April 28 as the city’s Director of Personnel/Chief of 
Staff. In this newly created position, Karen manages 
mayoral support staff positions and plans and directs 
the human resources management for the city. The 
appointment was confirmed by City Council which 
agreed the city needed a full-time director level posi-
tion dedicated to overseeing personnel and project 

management who will also 
promote effective customer 
service to the community and 
responsive and supportive staff 
relations. Karen has a B.S. in 
Management from the Georgia 
Institute of Technology and 
has a Human Resources certi-
fication. She and her husband, 
Scott, have two children and 

live in Hawthorn. Welcome Karen!

Karen Aldridge

Town Center continued from page 1

been approved and funded for 
certain areas, and more side-
walks are in the works. The circa 
1805 Deed House has been 
moved from Spring Hill Farm out 
on 82 to the Pioneer Triangle 
where it will be restored and 
used for display and education 
in a collaboration between the 
city and the Aurora Historical 
Society. The Landmark Com-
mission has approved new 
Historic District signs which will 
be erected soon, and the city 
will be rotating colorful seasonal 
banners in the area and new 
city signage is being designed. 
We continue to review traffic 
options to improve and control 
traffic flow particularly at the 
43/306 and Pioneer Trail inter-
section.

Businesses are aiding our efforts!  
The Aurora School of Music is 

in the midst of expanding its 
facility on South Chillicothe and 
creating a more Western Reserve 
style front, and the owner of Mad 
Jack’s is opening another yet 
different restaurant in the promi-
nent and historic 1815 House 
on the corner of Pioneer. And 
by the way, at least some feel 
the area already evokes charm, 
as expressed in a Yelp review of 
Mad Jack’s, noting that the area 
is not Tremont or Ohio City:  
“And... more importantly it is 
NOT located in an architectural 
monstrosity we call a strip mall – 
but in some strip that resembles 
a refurbished ‘old’ barn town. 
Charming feel.”

So keep your eyes open as new 
things crop up and identity is 
slowly crafted in this area, all 
in the spirit of the Master Plan, 
Historic Scenic Enhancement 
Program, and Connectivity Study.

Community-
Friendly Bike Patrol
Thanks to Safe Routes to School 
grant money awarded to Au-
rora, the city has four brand 
new police bikes and will soon 
be using them to patrol in the 
community. Nine police officers 
are certified after completing 
bike school, and another five are 
waiting to attend. 

Mayor and Superintendent Russ Bennett at the 2015 
State of the City with Chamber leaders and sponsors.

The Mayor and State Representa-
tive Sarah LaTourette addressing 
Harmon Mock Congress.

Bruce Harris, Becky Carlino-Ma-
digan and Mayor recognizing Fill 
a Bag, Feed a Family Week.

Mayor at opening day of Farmers Market with 
Jack Burge and Matt Johnson of Red Rock Farm-
ers Market.

Mayor with Aurora Daisy Troop #90527.



Mayor Ann Womer Benjamin
130 S. Chillicothe Road

Aurora, Ohio 44202

Keep in Touch! 

Please call me at 330-995-9123,  
or email me at mayor@auroraoh.com.
Thank you for working with us!

Police/Fire Emergency – 911

City Hall – 330-562-6131

City Council – 330-995-9125

Mayor’s Office – 330-995-9126

Parks & Recreation – 330-562-4333

Planning, Zoning & Building – 330-562-9564

Service – 330-995-9116

Water & Utilities – 330-995-9109

City Responds to 
Noise Concerns 
The city recently 
revised its noise 
ordinance with the 
intent of minimizing 
excessive and loud 
noises that may disturb neigh-
borhoods. The ordinance limits 
the operation of musical instru-
ments, sound producing equip-
ment, and yard and driveway 
maintenance to the hours of 7 
a.m.–10 p.m. on weekdays and 7 
a.m.–11 p.m. on weekends. Some 
exceptions are included, and the 
Mayor or Police Chief may grant 
waivers to these limits as long as 
the request is made in writing 72 
hours prior to the event.
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The City is on Facebook & Twitter. 
Follow us for current and breaking news!

If you 
think you’d 

like to get involved, 
contact the Mayor or 

your Council 
representative.

Redistricting of 
Ward Boundaries 
The City Charter generally requires 
Council to review ward boundaries 
after each 10-year census to accom-
modate population growth and shifts.  
Legislation updating the city’s ward 
boundaries was adopted by Council 
on April 27, 2015, and did not require 
voter approval. The updated represen-
tation better balances population in 
each ward and keeps wards within five 
percent of each other. 

The Portage County Board of Elections 
will notify individual voters if their vot-
ing location changes. Most voters will 
not be impacted by the redistricting 
and 93% of the voters will remain in 
their current wards.


