
 
 

2016 SIDEWALK TRANSITIONAL ASSISTANCE REPAIR (“STAR”) 

CRITERIA 

 
State Law and Aurora Codified Ordinances place the responsibility for the care, repair, and replacement 

of sidewalks on the property owner.  However, in an effort to assist homeowners, the City deems that 

the sidewalks which exhibit the following criteria shall be considered for the 2016 Sidewalk Transitional 

Assistance Repair Program (STAR):   

1. Sidewalks that exhibit differential sidewalk elevations 

Differentials typically occur at the joint between two sidewalk slabs.  A differential consists of a 

lip or elevation difference at the joint and is measured along the vertical face of the joint.  A 

differential sidewalk that exceeds 1/2” is a condition that warrants removal and replacement 

and may be caused by tree roots, trench settlements, or heavy weight placed on the sidewalks.   

2.   Cracked or broken sidewalk with any of the following 

 a.   Hairline or crazing (alligator cracking) 

 b. Deteriorating joints (at least 4” long by 1” wide at any point) 

 c. Spalled (chipped off) areas (at least 3” along any one side) 

3. Other Surface condition issues 

 a. Pitted sidewalks with any pit larger than 1-1/2” and at least 1/2” deep   

   

4. Drainage issues and deviation from city, state, and federal standards 

 a. Sidewalks that show signs of ponding water due to settlement 

 b. Excessive sloping, greater than 1” per 12” 

 

It should be noted that sidewalks may exhibit more than one type of deficiency.  The city shall rate each 

sidewalk and offer the program on a first-come, first-eligible basis.  The property owner shall deposit 

$150 to be considered for the program.  If the property does not qualify, the deposit shall be refunded.  

The city shall identify those properties to be included for the 2016 program and bid the project.  The city 

has appropriated $50,000 and shall determine a financial offset of up to 50% of the property owner’s 

cost to be matched by the city, on a case-by-case basis. 

 

It is still by law the property owner’s responsibility to repair sidewalks. 


